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General Motors
Securiflex Windphield
Test in Rental Fleets

Federai safety officials
Motars pernuission to equip
rental flects with anti-lacerat
their durability in usc.

ave granted General
LS00 automobiles for
¢ windshiclds to Lest

The autn maker has shipped regular laminated
production windshiclds to SRint-Gobain Vitrage in
Europe in order that the Scefriflex “inner puurd.” a
film of clear plasue, be applicd and the windshiclds re-
turncd for installution in Gdneral Molors cars. The
“inner guard™ 15 expected tq reduce painful and dis-
figuring lacerations in crashes

Since 1968 a federal stjhdard (FMVSS 205) has
requircd that vehicles mandifactured for use in the
United States have windsfficlds of glass laminated
around a layer of plastig 1o provide penctration
resistanee. The standard alfo established an abrasion
lest Tor the glass, principally 1o ensure thal road gt
and windshicld wipcrs do got lead to deterioration in
visibility. National Highwal Traflic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA) officials hdve interpreted the standard
to mcan bath the exteriof and interior surfaces must
pass Lhe abrasion test. Asfa resull, the Securiflex pro-
cess has been blocked frogh ULS. use for years because
the inner surface whichfsell-hcals minor scraiches,
docs not meet the agency ¥ abrasion requirements.

More than 2 1/2 yea
pelitioned lor a change i
that their product, which
could be aceepled for U S
Vol 15, No. 13, Aug.
NHTSA ssued an ad

s apo, the Securiflex makers
the windshicld stundard so
as had much use in Europe,
vehicles. (See Status Report,
14, 19%0.) Early in 1981,
ance notice of  proposed
rutemaking on the matter§ The Insurance Institute for
Highway Salcly endorsedthe Securiflex petition and
later that year urged NHTEA 1o climinate the abrasion
test tor inner surlaces imnfediately. (See Srrfus Repart,
Vol 16, No. 6, Aprit 27 J1981.) NHTSA refused the
pctition,

General Motors told WHTSA it is interested in
evaluating “the cfficacy anf practicaluy™ ol the Fure-
pean 1ype windshicld. “Wegkeek actual production and
licld expericnee under a wle varicty of North Ameri-
can condibions,” the confpiuny told Raymond Peck,
NHTSA administrator, “Buch an appraisul can help
determine whether any Raze causcd hy the surlace
abrasion that occurs in ngrmal use is a salely concern,
and whether production dfTicultics exist.”

Because of concernd over exemplions granted
under the Safety Act, Gelerai Motors emphasized it
was nol asking ap exemphiln bul, inslcad, “sccks the
administrator™s assistance 1§ suggesiing the most ap-
propriate action that will pefmit a tumely implementa-
tion ol the ficld cvaluation d@scribed above.™
{Cunt'd on page 7)

NHTSA Proposes Utility
Vehicle Warning Sticker

All utility vehicles would have (o carry a warning
sticker caulioning operatars that they handle different-
ly than passenger cars, under a rule proposcd by Lhe
National Highway Traflfic Safety  Administration
(NHTSA).

Al present only the AMC CJ Jeeps are required (o
carry such a warning, and that was the result of a con-
senl order signed by the Jeep makers and the Federal
Trade Commussion. {Sce Status Reporr, Vol. 16, No.
19, Dee. 9, 1981 )

The NHTSA requirement would apply gqually 10
all mulupurpose passenger vehicles which have special
{eatures Tor off-road operution. NHTSA mentioned as
examples of thes class of vehicle the AMC Jeeps. Chev-
rolet Blazer, Ford Bronco, Plymouth Trail Duster,
Dodge Ram  Charger, VW Thing, Toyota Lund
Cruiser, and the GMC Jinimy.

Warning stickers would carry this or a similar
message under the proposed rule: “This is @ multipur-
(Cont'don page 7)

The Insurance Institute for HigH ay Safety is an independent, nonprofit, scientific and educational organization. It is dedicaled 1o reducing the
losses-—deaths, injuries and prpperty damage—resulling from crashes on the nation's highways. The Institute is supported by the American
Insurance Highway Safety Asspcialion, ithe American (nsurers Highway Bafety Alliance, the National Association of independent Insurers
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Defect Study Rejected

In proposing rulemaking to require warning
stickers on all wtility vehicles, NHTSA reported
that 1t had recently rejectsd a petition o open a
defect investigation inlo the performance of the
Jeep CJ-5.

“The agency was unable 1o find that design
characteristicks] of the subject vehicle alonc
warrant, bascd on cvidence before the agency,
apening of such a proceeding,” NHTSA said in
us Federat Register notice.

In alectier 1o a Muassachusctts attorney rejecting
the defect investigation, NHTSA blamed the
overwhelming majority of Jeep crushes on factors
such as speeding. reckless driving, and alcohol
and said, “the Jeep CJ-53 appears to he less forgiv-
ing of incautious driving or unfavorable operating
conditions than may be other vehicles,™

NUHTSA cxplained thal it considered a recent
decision of the Federal Trade Commission
(FTC) in & study of complainis about the ¢7J-§
Jeeps. In that case the FTC and the Jeep Corpora-
tion signed a consent order requiring the vehicle
maker (o “cease and desist™ rom alleged decep-
tive adverlising practices and Lo issue warning,
stickers with new Jeep CJ vehicles warning users
that the Jeeps handle differently from passenger
cars. (See Status Report, Vol. 16, No. 19, Dec, 9,
1981.} '

NHTSA Proposes Utility
Vehicle Warning Sticker
(Cont’d from Page 1)

posc passcnger vehicle which will handle and maneuv-
er dilTerently lrom an ordinary passenger car in driving,
conditions which may occur on streets and highways
and off the road. As with ather vehicles of this type, il
you matke sharp turns or abrupl mancuvers, especally
al high speeds, you may lose control and crash. You
should read driving guidelmes and instructions in the
Owner’s Manual, and WEAR YOUR SEATBELTS
ATALLTIMES™

Simitar warnings arc proposcd to be included in
the owner's manual, emphasizing: 1T at all possible,
avoul sharp turning mancuvers, As with other vehicles
ol this lype, failure to aperate this vehicle correctly
may result in loss of control or an accident.™

In a Federal Regisrer notice of the proposed
rulcmaking December 30, NHTSA blamed problems
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with the utility vehicles on their operators® lack of un-
derstinding ol their handling characteristics, partie-
ulurly on paved roads. The agency acknowledped that
rescarch indicates that “utilily vehicles are dispropor-
tonately more highly represented in rollover accidents
than are passenger cars.™

NHTSA singled out one study for comment in the
notice, rescarch sponsored by the Insurance lastitule
for Highway Sufcly and canducted by the 1highway
Safety  Rescarch  Inshitute of  the  University ol
Michipan. That study reported that utility vehicles roll
over at a rate “at Jeast five times higher than that expe-
ricnced by the average passenger car,™ the agency said.
(See Starns Reporr, Yol 15, No. 7, May 6, 1980.) The
same rescarch indicated that utility vehicle occupants
are more bikely to e kitled inoa roliaver crash than are
occupants of passcnger cars.

The warning stickers proposed by NHTSA would
be reyuired by amendments to the agency’s Consunier
Information Repulations. NITSA has called for public
commen! on the proposal by February 14, Comments
should be addressed to Docket No. 32-20; Notice |,
Docket Scction, Room 5109, Nussil' Building. 400
Scventh St,, S.W._, Washinglon, 13.C. 20590.

Securiflex
ntal Fleets

General Motors Pla
Windshield Test in
(Cont'd from Page 1}

“Under this Iimited and sBecial circumstance,”
Peck responded, “the agency cdh Nrmly state that it
would nol ¢nforce the abrasion r@quirement us it now
stands since t appears nol Lo {be appropriate for
technolopy  like 1he  SccurillexY windshield. That
technology has been developed sinke the standard was
orginully ssued. Egually imponiany. the ageney noles
that current rescarch data indic:fie that Sceurillex
windshiclds do indecd have preat pafential Tor reducing
lucerulive injuries in acaidents.™

Peck added that NHTSA inle:
rulemaking “in the near future™ 1
FMVSS 205 that are appropriate 1o
materials such as Scecuriflex.

Is 1o procecd with
make changes in
allow new glazing

Cieneral Molors had stated 1 its application 1o
NHTSA that the issuc of abrasiorresislance was pri-
marily a matler of commercial geeptability o the
company. “Accordmgly, we don’(Jhelicve the agency
should feel constramed 1o delay riQemakinge or recon-
sideralion ol its interpretation pending the outcomee of
GMs [icld evaluation.™ the auto midker told NHTSA.
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