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the highway loss reduct ion

N o .  I

General Motors lans
Securif lex Wi hield
Test in Rental ets

Fcdcral :jaltty officills
Motors pcrnrrss ion to cquip
rcnta l  l lcc ls  wi rh rnt i - laccra
thc i r  d  u rahi l i ty  in  usc.

l i u roPc rn  t r r ( l c r  (h i t l  lhc  5

cva lua t ing  " thc  c l l i cacy  . rn
Gcncr  l  Motors lo ld HTSA i t  is  in terested in

prrc t ica l t ty"  o(  thc l : .uro-

f i lm o l ' c lcar  p las t rc .  bc  lpp l i
tu fnc{ l  lo r  ins t? l l i r l i ( )n  in  ( ;
" inncr  gu l rc l "  t r  cxpcc te( l  I

Unr tcd  Sta t r , -s  h . rvc  wrnr ls
arou  nd  i t  laycr  o l -  I ) las t i

wi t s  noL  i t s k l ng .  a t1  cxcn lp l r n  h u I ,  r n i t c . t ( 1 .  " \ e e k \  
t h c

ad  n t  i n  i s l  r i t l o r ' s  a ! t 5 i s1 :  t cc  r suggcs l  r n ! i  I hc  n tos l  a l ) -r i l l cx  " rnncr  g  u i r r (1 .  "  a
i rn ( l  thc  wt  uds l l  t c lds  rc -
c r l l  Mo lors  c l  rs .  ThC

and rntcflol surl-ircc\ n.t usl
rcsul t .  thc Sccur i f lcx  pro-
tJ .S.  usc for  ycars bccausc

sc l f -hca ls  m inor  sc r i t t chcs ,
abras ion  rcq  ur rcnrcn  ts .

rgo.  thc Sccur i f lcx  nrukcrs
thc wrndsh ic ld  s t  nd, l rd  so

hac l  mt rch  usc  in  l tu ropc ,
vqhic: lcs. (See Skr, lJi  l t( ' r ,rr l t ,
1 4 ,  l 9 t l 0 . )  L , a r l y  i n  l 9 t t t ,

propr ia lc  ac l ion  th ! t  w i l l  pc n r  i l  a  t r n t c l y  r m p l c n t c n t a -
t ion  o l ' thc  f i c l r l  cva lu ; r l i< ln  d scr rbc-d . rbovc- . "

(Cont'd ou ptt14c 7)rcducc pain l 'u I and dis-
l igu  r ing  laccr l t rons  in  c rash

Sincc l96t i  a  ledcra l (hd (FMVSS 205)  has
requi rcd that  vchic lcs mu l ; r c tu rcd  [o r  usc  in  the

c l rJs  o l '  g lass  lanr  rn . r tcd
t ( '  p rovr r l c  l )cnc t r  ( i ( )n
cs t i rb l tshcr l  i l )  i th f i t s lon
to  cnsurc  lh i r t  r ( , i t ( l  g r i t
l c d d  l o  d c t c r i o r i l i 0 n  i n

rcsrsL  

 

ncc-  Thc  s (andar ( l
t cs (  Io r  thc  g lass ,  Dr inc l

ccss h s bccn blockcrl fr

dn( l  w ind5h ic ld  wrpcrs  do

to  msxn bo(h  the  cx t
l ) . r ss  l hC  l h r i r s t r ) n  lCs t .

v i s i b i l i l y .  N i r t  i o n a  I  l l i g h Tra f f i  c  S l fc ty  Ad n ' t  In is t ra -
t ion  (N I  ITSA)  o f f i c i i r l s  h In tc rprc tcd  thc  \ ( i rn r la rd

thc  inncr  sLr r facc  wh ich
docs not mcct thc agcncy

M o r s  t h a n  2  l / 2
pc l i t ioncd l i l r  a  ch i rngo i
l h a t  t h c i r  p r o d u c t ,  w h i c h
could bc acccDtcd for U
V o l .  1 5 ,  N o .  l J ,  A u g .
NI ITSA issucd an  ad
rLr lcnrak tng  on  thc  mat tc
I l i ghw i l y  S  I c l y  01do
l l l c r  l h a t  y c t r  u r g c d  N t l
t cs l  l i ) r  in l ' t c r  sur l i t ccs  in ' l
V o l .  l { r .  N o . 6 ,  A p r i l  2 7 ,
p c t  r t  i o n .

Thc  lnsur  ncc  Ins t i lu tc  l i ) r
thc  Sccur i l lox  l )c t i1 i ( 'n  1 |nd
A  t o  c l i n t i n i r l c  t h c  i t b r r s i 0 n

ncc  no t icc  o f  p r0poscd

l ia tc ly .  (Scc  , \ t t tu \  l i .p t , r t ,
911l .  )  Nl l - lSA rs luscd thc
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l -hc  uu to  n r i r le r  has  sh )cd  rcgu la r  lanr  ina lcd
nt -Coba in  V i t r i rgc  inI ) r . r ( luc l ion  w lnr lsh  rc l t l s  to

p c i r n  l y l r c  w r n r l s h r c l r l .  " W c l . c c k  
i l c l u i r l  l ) r . ) ( l u ( l t , l t  i t n d

l l r ' l r l  c r F r r r c n c e  u n r l c r ; r  w l l c  v i , n e l v  ( ) l  N o r t h  A n t c  -
e ' t n  t 0 t t d i l r o n s . "  t h c  ( o n f r r r r r y  l ( i l ( l  R . ' ) n r " n ( t  l ) ( c k .
N I I T S A  i r d n r r n r s l f i r t o r .  " r r L h  

i t n  . i t r l r r . u \ i r l  r , r n  l r c l p

vc  gra l t t cd  G c  ncr i t l
du tc rn lnc  whcthcr  i r r ' t y  f ; rzc  . i ruscd  hv  t l l !  s r l r l ; rcc

.500 automobr lcs for
l h r l s t ( )n  th . r l  r r rcur \  !n  n , In t i r l  t rsc  r r  a  s i r l i , t y  eonccrn .

w indsh ic lds  to  tcs t
and whc l  hcr  , ) rod  ucr  ron  d l  l l cu  j l i cs  cx  i s l .  "

[ ]C ( i r uSC ( r I  c l l ncCr t r l ovcr  cxcmpt rons  gran tcd
u n d c r  t h c  S x l c t y  A c L ,  C c c r  i  M  o lo r s  c l u l ) h i Ls i l c ( l  i t

NHTSA Proposes Util ity
Vehicle Warnin g Sticker

A l l  u t i l i l v  v c h r c l c s  w o u l ( l  h a v c  l ( )  ( . r r r y  u  w a r n i n g
s t ickcr  c  u l i { )n rn [ l  o l ]c ra (ors  lhu l  l l t cy  h  nd lc  d i l l t r cn t -
l y  thnn l )asscngcr  cars ,  undcr  a  ru lc  p roposc( l  by  the
Nat rona l  l l i ghway Tra f l i c  Safc ty  Adnr in rs t r i r t ion
(N I ' ITSA) .

A t  p resent  on ly  the  AMC CJ Jccps  are  requ i rcd  to
c i r r ry  such i t  w i t rn tng !  rnd  lh i r t  w i ts  lhc  rcsu l t  o l  a  con_
scn l  o r ( l c r  s igncr l  by  thc  Jccp  nrakcrs  and thc  Fcdcra l
Trar lc  Comnrrss ion .  (Scc  Srna l  / l rpor l ,  Vo l .  l ( r ,  No.
I9 ,  Dcc .  9 ,  I  9 l i  l  .  )

Thc  NI ITSA rcqu i remenl  wou l t l  app ly  cqu i r l l y  lo
a l l  mt t l l i purposc  p i tsscuger  vch ic lcs  wh ich  l t i l vc  s l tcc i i l l
l - ca tL r rcs  l i r r  o f l ' - ro i rd  opcr i r l ron .  N l lTSz\  n tcn l ioncd rs
cxamllcs ()l l  hr\ cl;rss {rf Vch iclc I hc A,\,tC Jcops. ( hcv-
ro lc t  l l l a rc r ,  For t l  l l ronco.  P lymoUth  

' f r i r i l  
I )us lc r .

I )odge R i rn r  Chr rgor ,  VW Th ing .  Toyot0  LLrnc l
Cru isc r ,  and thc  G MC J in rmy.

W rn ing  s l i ckcrs  wou ld  car ry  th is  o r  a  s imi la r
ncssagc  undcr  (hc  p roposcd ru lc : . .Th is  i s  i l  mr r l t inur -

K ontit on tturLr 7)

The lnsursnce Inst i tuts for
losses- deelhr ,  in iur ios €nd

Saletv is  an independent,  nonprotr l ,  sc iFnt i l ic  and educat ional  o.qaniz6l ion.  t t  is  dedicatod to reducinq lhey dam. 'gc-rosul l inq t rom crashes on the nal ion.s h ighways.  The Insl i ture is  supoorted by the Ame; icansupoor led by lhe Americanl nsuranco H iqhwiy  Safe ty
Sat . l v   qso . r r l ion  in . i  . . vor^ r

1 . . l h a  A i n e r i c a n  l n s L [ e f s  H i g h w a y  S a t e t y  A r t , a n c e ,  r h c  N a r , o n a t  A s s o c . a r r o n ; t  I n d e p e n d e n t  I n s u r e r s
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NHTSA Proposes Utility
V ehi cl e W a rnin g Sti c k er
(Cont'd f rom Page t )
posc  passcnAcr  veh ic lc  wh ich  w i l l  hand lc  and mrneuv-
er  ( l i l ' f c rcn t l \ ,  l ' ron t  an  or r l in i r ry  passcngcr  c  r  in  d r iv ing
cond l lo l l s  wh ich  nray  occur  on  r i t rcc ts  lnd  h ighways
rn( l  o l l  (hc  ro i r ( | .  A5  wr t l t  o thcr  vc f r i c lcs  o l 'L l r i s  typc .  i f
you  l l l i l k t  s l t i t I  lu rn \  o r  ab  rp l  n r i tncuvc fS.  cs l )cc r i t l l y
 L  h r8h  s l )ccds .  you  n l i l y  loss  cont ro l  an t l  c rash-  You
s h o u l r j  r c i r r l  d r i v i n g  g u i d c l ' n c s  a n i l  i n s r r u c l r o n s  i n  t h c
Owncr 's  Manua l ,  and WLIAR YOUR St tAT l l t lLTS
AT A L L TI IvI t]S, ' '

S rmi l i t r  w i t rn ings  arc  p roposcd lo  bc  inc lu ( lcd  in
lhc  owncr 's  n r l lu i l l .  cmph i ts i / . ing :  " l f  a t  l l l  poss ib lc .
 vo i ( l  sh l rp  tu rn i t r ! :  t l r i tncuvcrs .  Ar  w i th  o thcr  vch ic lcs
o l '  lh is  1ypc ,  la i lu rc  to  opcr i t t c  th is  vchrc le  cor rcc t l y
mry  rcsu l t  i r ' t  l ( )ss  o l ' con t ro l  o r  tn  rcc t ( i cn t . "

In a f uh,rul / l(,(, lt l i ,/ noti(c of thc proposctl
ru lcnrakrng  Deccmbcr  10 ,  Nt ITSA b l  n rcd  prob lems

Stalus Re4rrt, Vol. l lJ, No. !, Junuary 18, I98J -1

wi lh  thc  u t i i i t y  vch ic lcs  on  lhc i r  opcr i l to rs '  lack  o f  un .
d c r s l i l n ( l i n ! ,  o l  t h s i r  h l n d i i n g  c h a r a c t c r i s t j c s .  p  r t i c -
u l . r r l y  on  pavc t l  ro i r r l s .  Thc  agcncy  acknowlcdgcd tha t
rc \D i r rch  in ( l i ca tcs  th i l l  "u t i l i l y  vch ic lcs  l rc  d ispropor .
t ronr lc ly  r ' r ' ro rc  h tgh ly  rcprcscn lcd  in  ro l lovcr  acc idcn ts
th ln  i r rc  g l rsscngcr  cars . "

NI ITSA s ing lc t l  ou t  onc  s (udy  fo rconrmcnr  in  thc
not icc ,  rcscarch  sponsorcd  by  thc  In l iu rance lns( i tu tc
fo r  l t ighway Su lc r l -  i rn r l  cor r ( lucLcr l  by  thc  l l i ghway
Salc tv  l {esc l rch  Ins l r (u tc  o l  thc  Un ivcrs i ty  o l '
Mrch ipan. ' [h l l  s rU( lv  rcpor tc ( l  th i r l  u t i l i t y  vch ic lcs  ro l l
ovcr  i l l  o  r i r l ! " 'n l  I c  s t  f i vc  I  jmcs  h ighcr  th i ln  lh i l t  cxpc-
r i cnccd hy  thc  i rvc rage passcngcr  car . "  th r :  agcncy  s l id .
(Scc .l/(//r/r l l t l ,rttr, !ol. | 5. No. 7. Muv (r. I9ll0. ) 

' t 
hc

5 i rn ' t c  rcscarch  Ind tc i t t cd  th i t l  u t i l i l y  vch i r l c  occL t l )dn ts
irrc nr()rc l ikcty t$ br kr\\tr.t in a rollovcl g1-x5l 1611 n19
occu p  n  ts  o l  | i t s \cngcr  c r rs .

Tbc  wurn ing  s l i ckers  p ropuscd by  N l l ' lSA wout {
bc  rcqu i rc r l  by  an tcn( lmcn ls  t ( )  ( l t c  lgencv 's  Consuntc r
I n l b r m u t i o n  R c A u l i r l i o n s .  N I I T S A  h i r s  c i r l l c r l  l i r r  p u b l i c
conrmcnt  on  thc  p roposa l  hy  l rcb fL ln rv  14 .  Con ln tcn ts
sh( tL r l ( j  bc  r r t l r l r css t . r l  t ( )  I )ockc t  No .12-20 ;  Not tcc  I ,
[ )ockc t  Scc t ron ,  l {oonr  5109,  N i rss i l '  l }u i l t l rng ,  400
S c v c n t h  S t . . 5 . W . ,  W a s h i n g r o n ,  l ) . ( l  2 0 5 9 0

General Motors Pla Securiflex
Windshield Test in
(Cont'd trom Page 1)

ntal F|eets

" L J n d c r  t h i s  l i n r i l c d  i r n r l  s ccra l  c i rcun ]s t i ln tc , "
Pcck  rcspont lc t l ,  " lhc  i rgcncy  c r l i r n r l y  5 l a l c  l h r l  i 1
wou l t l  no l  c t r l i ) rcc  thc  . rh I i r * r ' r r t  r l , . lU t r . 'n ]cn l  i t \  r t  now
: t l i l nds  \ r n ! r : p  i t  . r p t r c i r r s  no t  l o l hL  i l I l ) f o I l J l u  [ o r
t L ' c h n o l o B v  l t k c  t h c  S c c r r r r l l , . r l  w r r r c l s h r u U .  T h ; r t
l ce l t r r r r l oEv  h l r r  hc r ' n  r l eve ' l r r p r ' L l  r r r r l L .  t he  \ t : r n r l i r r L l  w i t \
o r t g t t l r r l l v  t . , suc r l .  I  r l r r r r l l r  l l r l l { , t l ,  11 .  l hc  r r l r ( r r ( v  r r o t cs
l h ; r l  e u r r c n l  r c s c i t r c h  ( l t t i r  i n ( l i c i

DetectStudy Rejected

ln  proposing ru lem;rk ing to rcqui rc  warn ing
strckcrs on  l l  u l i l i ty  vchic lcs,  Nl l - f5A rcpor tcd
th , r (  l t  h i ld  r t f c l r t l v  rL : juL lc ( l  i r  l )u l t r t { rn  lo  o Icn . l
dc fcc l  rnvcs t iga t ion  in to  thc  pcr l i r rn r i rncc  o l  thc
Jccp CJ-5 .

"Thc  agcncy  was unab lc  lo  l ind  tha t  des ign
chr r i l c tc r i s l t c Is ]  o l '  thc  sLrb jcc t  vchrc lc  i r lonr , '
w i r r r i ln t ,  b i tsc ( l  on  cv i t i cncc  tJc f t r rc  thc  ugcncy .
opcntng  o l  such a  procccd ing . "  NI ITSA sa i t l  in
i1s / c(/(,f.r/ /{rsiiI i ,r unticD.

In   

 

l c l l c r  to  i t  M. rss lc l rusc t ts  a t to rncy  rc icc l ing
thc  ( l c fcc t  invcs t i t i i r ( ion .  NI ITSA b l ln rc t l  rhc
r )vc rwhc ln r  i r ' tg  n ta i0 r i t y  o l ' Jer rp  c r i rs l ' r cs  On l l c l r r rs
such i rs  spccr l rng .  rcck lcss  t l r rv ing ,  i rn t l  a lcoho l
a | l c l  sar r l ,  " thc  j ccp  CJ-5  i tppc i r rs  to  hc  lcss  l i r rg iv -
in l l  ( ,1 - rnc i tu t ious  d  r i v ing  or  u r r luvor i rb lc  opcr i t t ing
condr t ions  th tn  mi ry  hc  o thcr  vch ic lcs , "

NI ITSA cxp la incd  th l t  i t  cons idcrcd  a  rccent
rlccrsion ol' thc Fcdcral Tradc Comnrissiorr
( t r T C )  i n  i t  s l u d y  o l - c o n r p l a r n t s  a b o u L  t h c  ( - J - 5
Jccps .  In tha tc  se  thc  l - 'T ( l  n ( l  thu  Jcc |  C or l :o r i r -
t ro r ' r  s rBnc( l  i t  conscn l  o r t l c r  rcqu i r ing  thc  vch ic lc
n t i rkc f  lo  "ce t rsc  i rn t l  dc5 is t "  l iom l r l l cgcr l  r l cccp-
l i vc  i l ( l ver l r \ lnE pr l te l r tcs  i rn , . l  Io  r r . r11q r *u , , ,1n*
s l rckcrs  w i lh  ncw Jccp CJ vch ic lcs  w i t rn rng  uscrs
lha t  thc  Jcr -ps  hand le  d i l l t r cn t l y  l | .om prssengcr
c r r r r  (Scc  Sta tu i  Rcpor t ,  Vo l ,  16 ,  No.  19 ,  Dcc ,9 ,
t 9 t  . )

'1

I

win r l sh rc l t l s  r l o  i n t l c c r l  h i r vc  g r c i r l  1x
l t cc r i r  t r  v c  i n  j r r r i c s  r l r  i l c c l ( l cn l s .  

"

c  I  h i r l  S c c u r i l l c r
u n l r i r l  l i ) r  r c ( l L r c t n g

l r  to  l r rocccr l  w i th
r r r i rkc  changcs  i r l

i r l l o w  n c w  g l a z i n g

Pce l  i r d t l e ' r l  l h . r t  N l lT : jA .  I n t r r
r u l c n r ; r l r n g  ' ' i n  t h c  n c r r r  f u t u r c  l
FMVSS 205 th . r l  i r rc  i r t )p ropr iJ l (  L
m lcn . r l s  suc l l  as  Sccur r l l cx -

( ; L ' l ) c r i l l  M o l l l r \  h  ( l  s l i r t c ( l  r l  r t s  a P F l r r . . r t r o r r  I , r
N I I T S A  l h , r l  l l t c  r s s u e  r , l  i r l ' r , r r i o r f r e s r s t i U t ( u  w ! r \  l )  -

nt  r i l y  . r  r r r i r l te r  o l  conrnrc rc r . r l  f .e r . l r t . rh r l i t y  r r r  thc
c( ,ml ) . rnv .  "Acucr r l rn l l v .  r , , ' L  r l ' rn ' t l l r r ' l t cvc  thc  i iguncy
s h o t r l r l  l c c l  c o n \ l r ;  n (  ( l  l o  r l r l . i r  | l l ( . 1 1 ) , r k t n g  ( ) r  r c r o D -
\ r ( l (  r i r l r o t l  r r l  r t s  i l r l C l I f C t : r l r o t t  I c  ( l  f  t l t e  I '  l ( ( r l \ l \ .  r l l '
O M's  f i  c  ld  cv i t lua t ion .  "  

thc  au  to  n r i l kc  r  to ld  N I  l ' IS  A .


