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Steed Ordered To
Turn Over All Papers
0n Rollover Petition

U.S. ltr:prescntative Tom Luken, 0hio
Demucrat, wanlr lu knr,$/ wlr'.tlrlr Diane
Sttcd, National tli(hrvay'lr lfic Slfely Ad-
ministrati0n (NH'lSA) administrat0r, vetmd
hrr sl,rfl s rrturn nrl rrdirtion that rhe lrt'gin
rulerrrakin{ on a rollover slandard.

Citing rrports that four ol Nll' l 'SA's ma-
jor deparlnrent lcads recomnrended last
summer that Steed open rukrmakinrl, Lukcn,
who heads the House Subcomnritlce on
Transportati0n, Tourism, and Huardous
Matcrials, says Ntl'tSA has rrfused to re-
spond lo prrss irquirirs as t0 whctltcr shc
vtt0rd thc stafl recorrtrnt:ndation to (r n[
a petiti0n irritiated by Scnator 'l ' intothy

Wirth seeking a rollover salcty slandard.
(See S?/ns fpporl, Vol. 2ll, No. 7, July 9,
1988.)

In a letter sitned by Luken and Energy
and Commerce Committee Chairnran John
Dintell, Stced was asked: "Was such a
recoumendati0n made? Did yuu veto it?

Two S Question
Motorcvc Program

(Cont'd Pagt !)
20-hour training in addition to
passing the M l l driving skill test.

up to two years afterAnalyscs perfor
the applicalion and c datrs showed

and testing pro-no impart oi the cd

l4rafirs 0n crashes.

lmpact on the measures, including
motorcyclc and tutal lccidrnts
and convictions, say, was alsn ft-rLtnd
not to be Following the study's

York motor vehicleconclusion, the
departnrcnt "did

M O S I ' l l  t e s t , "
cont inue us in(  thc
f'rank Conky, the
ol rcscarclt.

"A utarninq luhel . . . nuy not
be cnough. NI|TSA's rccent
reporl to Conqress shoued that
in 1986 the leath r(rlc frofit
rollouers tor utility t)ehitles uxts
more lhan douhle thut for
pusscnqer cars. '

lf so, why? I'lrasc providr us with a copy
of all inlrrnal k.tters, notes, nnnroranda,
studies, €tc., in NHI'.SA and departmental
files concernin{ the issue 0f rollovr:r from
January l$ll5 to the present. ' l 'his should
include thr above rccummendation and all
rtlcvant doturnents."

Lukcn notes that an April l98ll report
by NH fSA roncludcd utiiity vehicles "roll

0ver two l0 threc tinlrs norr Oftcn" than
automobik's. Luken says tlrerr are about five
million utility vehicles in thr lJnited Statcs
and th€y now account for ilbout 6 perrent

of annual sales, up from 2 percent l0 years
ago.

"The subcommittee, bolh from an over-
sight ,rnd li 't islltive standpoint. is continuin(
to examine, in some detail, the actions and
any alleged inactions of the Nall0nal
Hithway 'llaffic lillety Administration," the
lctt('r says.

NHI'SA h:rs requjred utility vehicles to
carrY a warnln!{in(  Iabr l  s inr r .  1934.  l tsinlr. l9lt4. ll says
"if you ntake sharp turns 0r abrupt
maneuvers, the vehicle may rollover or may
go out 0f c0ntrol and crash." In additi0n
to the labcl, Steed announced the agcncy
was providing a c0nsur er pamphlet on the
precautions drivcrs should lilke with utili.
ty vthiclt s.

"A warning label and a pamphlct may
not be erough," tleclarcs Luken. "NllTSA's

reftnt r(.porl to Congress showed thitt in
l9ltlj thr dr:ath rate fron rollovcrs for utility
vehicles was more than double that for
pa,isenger cars. We intend t0 find out why
NH'I'SA is not doing more than simply rc-
quiring a warning labcl and issuing a pam-
phht .  "

Lukcn and Dingell also asked about a
number of olher vrhiclc salcty issur.s, in-
cluding a request for m0re ini0rmation on
which li{ht trucks d0 not meet a r00f crush
standar(l that applies t0 passenger cars.

dcpartment s

Copics of " g Novice Motor-
cyclists: A of the Traffic Safe-
ty lmpact of calil ia's Standard 'l 'cst and
the M0sT ll A(luriisttrrd at Ccntralir.ed
I'esting 0ffices, ' Shara Lynn Kelsey,
Catharinc lllichar:l Ratz, nray
be obtained from National'l 'rchnical In-
formrtiun St,rvire, Va. 22l t i l .

Cyelists'
Families d Society
P a y a Hh Price

Approxinlately,000 pcrsons die in
m0l(Jrcycle year in the United
Stiltes. And for
rnirny ollrrrs su

motorcyclist kilkrd,
injurics that rcquire

medical attcntio 
Who pays lor motorcyclists' medical

ure and rehabili n? A study at a ma-
jor trauma shows the financial
burdtn is not rcst to the motorcyclists
or their fanril

ln fact at the Harborview
Medical Center in servirg Washir)g-
ton, Alaska, and Motrtana, found that
publir: funds paid [i3 prrccnt ol thc carc
providtxl to oloto(yclists during a

Ste(l

follt-rw- up avcraging 20 nlonths.


