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Steed Ordered To
Turn Over All Papers
On Rollover Petition

U.S. Representative Tom Luken, {hio
Democrat, wants to know whether Diane
Steed, National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration (NHTSA) administrator, vetoed
her staff’s recoramendation that she begin
rulemaking on a rollover standard.

Citing reports that four of NHTSA's ma-
jor department heads recommended last
summer that Sieed open rulemaking, Luken,
who heads the House Subcommitiee on
Transportation, Tourism, and Hazardous
Materials, says NHTSA has refused to re-
spond 1o press inquiries as to whether she
vetoed the staff recommendation to grant
a pelition initiated by Senator Timothy
Wirth seeking a rollover safety standard.
(See Status Report, Vol. 23, No. 7, July Y,
1988.)

In a letter signed by Luken and Energy
and Commerce Committee Chairman John
Dingell, Steed was asked: ‘'Was such a
recommendation made? Did you veto it?

“Awarning label . . . may not
be enough. NHTSA’s recent
report to Congress shoiwed that
in 1986 the death rate from
roffovers for utility vehicles was
more than double that for
pussenger cars.”’

If so, why? Please provide us with a copy
of all internal letters, notes, memoranda,
studies, etc., in NHTSA and departmental
files concerning the issue of rollover from
January 1985 to the present. Tlis should
include the above recwmmendation and all
relevant documents.”

Luken notes that an April 1988 report
by NHTSA concluded utility vehicles *roll
over two 10 three times more often'” than
automobiles. Luken says there are about five
million utility vehicles in the United States
and they now account for about 6 percent
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of annual sales, up from Z percent 10 years
ago.

“*The subcommitlee, both from an over-
sight and legislative standpoint, is continuing
to examine, in some detail, the actions and
any alteged inactions of the Nalional
Highway Traffic Safety Administration,” the
letier says.

NHTSA has required utility vehicles to
carry a warning label since 1984, It says
“if you make sharp turns or abrupt
maneuvers, the vehicle may rollover or may
go out of control and crash.” In addition
to the label, Steed announced the agency
was providing a consuter pamphlet on the
precautions drivers should take with utili-
ty vehicles.

“A warning label and a pamphlet may
not be enough,” declares Luken. "NHTSA's
recent report to Congress showed that in
1986 the death rate from rollovers for utility
vehicles was more than double that for
passenger cars. We intend to find out why
NHTSA is not doing more than simply re-
quiring a warning label and issuing a pam-
phlet.”

Luken and Dingell also asked about a
number of other vehicle safety issues, in-
cluding a request for more information on
which light trucks do not meet a roof crush
standard that applies to passenger cars.

Two Studids Question
Motorcycle Program

{Cont'd fgom Page 2)
20-hour training pfogram in addition to
passing the MOSHK 1l driving skill test.
Analyses performeq up to two years after
the application and ficensure dates showed
no impact of the edufational and testing pro-
grams on motorcyde crashes,

Impact on the otier measures, including
motorcycle convictipns and lotal accidents
and convictions, thiy say, was also found
not to be significanf Following the study's
conclusion, the Nef York motor vehicle
department “‘did fot continue using the
MOST N test,” sdys Frank Conley, the
department’s direder of research.

Copies of “Licqnsing Novice Motor-
cyclists: A Comparifon of the Traffic Safe-
ty Impact of Califorfia's Standard Test and
the MOST I Admifistered at Centralized
Testing Offices,” iy Shara Lynn Kelsey,
Catharine Liddicoat Jand Michael Ratz, may
he oblatned from thg National Technical In-
formation Service, ]pringﬁc]d, Va. 22161,

Cyclists’ |njuries:
Families pnd Society
Pay a High Price

Approximately §.000 persons die in
moloreycle crasheqleach year in the United
States. And for evry motorcyclist killed,
many others suffg@e injuries that require
medical altention

Who pays for tif motorcyclists’ medical
care and rehabilifption”? A study at a ma-
jor trauma centfr shows the financial
burden is not rest@cted to the motorcyclists
or their families,

In fact researdpers at the Harborview
Medical Center in Beattle, serving Washing-
ton, Alaska, ldahog and Montana, found that
public funds paid Jor 63 percent of the care
provided te injurgd motorcyclists during a
follow-up period averaging 20 months.




