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Status Report
l jchrurr ry  I  ,  l9 l i3

l lcg inning wi lh  Iq84 r l rodc ls .npt ional  a i r  bugs wi l l
bc of fcrcd rn some McrSt lcs-Bcnz aulonrobi lcs for
salc  in  thc L lnr tcd St  Ics.  t [ rc  ntanul ic lurer 's  U.S.  sub-
s id iury has lnnuunccd.  

I
In  a J : rnrrary 28 lcr te l  ro  lhe Nalronal  HiShwi ty

Trr r l l ic  5a[cty  ArJmir r is t r l r t ion (Nl lTSA).  w R. l j .
B( ,d aL.  prcsrdcnt  of  f tcrcct lcs- l tcr l /  o l  Nor lh
Anrcf lca.  sr i r l  thc conrp, rnt lwould of lcr  ar r  b i igs on thc
t l r ivcr  s idc only .  to  hc so l ( l  {s  r  "supplcntcnt i t l  rcs l ra in l
rystcm" srmi lar  to  thc s{stcnr  currcn l ly  of lcrc t l  in
scvcrrl Europcan countrr$. (Scc S'latz.r /{(?orl, Vol.
1 6 ,  N o .  1 7 ,  N o v .  5 ,  l 9 t { l . ) f

Thc syrilc|l1 will coy'sist of it stanttartl 3-prtrnl
manuir l  safc ty  t rc l t  suppl t /nrcnled by an a i r  bag and a
kncc bols tcr  on thc dr ivdr  s ic tc .  A J-point  hc l t  wi l l  bc

Institute Stresses
Variations in Util ity
Vehicle Experience

Thcrc  i s  no  lus t ihc i t t ion  fo r  requ i r ing  a l l  u t i l i t y
vch ic lcs ,  regard lcss  o f  thc  subs tan t i i l l  c l i f l c rcnccs  in

rollrrver crash expcricncc l lmoo8, in(lr! idual makcs itnd

modc ls  o f  such vch ic les ,  to  c i l r ry  warn ing  s t i ckcrs ,  lhe

I  nsur lncc  I  ns l  i t  u  l c  lo r  ]  l i ghwi ry  Sa[c ty  has  lo l ( l  t  hs  N i l -

t i o n u l  l l i g h w a y  T r a l f i c  S a l c t y  A d n ] r n i s t r i r ( r o n
(NI  ITSA)  ,

Thc commCnl was marlg In rtsponsc lo proDoseo

ru lcnr i i k ing  rnnounccd by  NI ITSA in  l )cccnrbcr  th l l
wou ld  rcqu i rc  thc  s t i ckcrs  [o r  a l l  n ]u l t tpurposc  p lsscn-

gcr  vch ic lcs  h  v ing  spec in l  lea turcs  fo r  o f f - road L tsc .
(Sce. \ ra r rs  Rrpor r ,YoL |8 ,  No.  I ,  Jan .  I t t ,  1981. )  The

s t ickcrs  wou ld  cau l ion  oFcr  to rs  th r t  lhc  u t i l i l y  vch i -

c lcs  hand lc  d r f fc rcn l l y  than passcngcr  c i r rs .
(( 'ont d on puge 5)

Models
nding on thc nrarkc l

rcsponse. Botlack said. T
to R ynrond Pcck,  NI ITS

Dear Mr. Peck:

com p lc tc  tex t  o l ' thc  l c ( le r
In r \ l r r (o r ,  [o l lows:

This is in furthcr to your lcltcr of Ianuary
indusl ry  nur t ic ipa l ion in  a20.  l9 t i2  inv i t ine,  vo lu nta

.i0int Eovc r n m s n t- industry ort lo ol-lcr inllatablc rc-
st  r i r in t  tcchnology as an
b uyc r .

At thc dircction of thc

10 thc A merican car

of  Man i rgcncnt  o f  our
parcn l  company.  Da inr  l c r - A . C . .  l a m  p l c  s c d  l o

in  nrodcl  yc l r  1984,
r ica,  Inc.  wi l l  o f lcr  as an

i !( lvirc you thlt, clTcct
Mcrccdcs- l l cn  z  o f  Nor lh
o p l  i o n  o n  c c r t l i n  M l lcnz  au lonrob i l cs  so ld  in

cn l i r  I  l l cs l  f i t in  I  Sys lcmprovidcd on thc pasleng{r  s i9 ! r  l } r tdack sr id .  In i l ia l ly t h c  I J n i t c ( l  S l i r t c s  r  s
about 5.000 air bLrg c\r ri lNifc offcrcrl \,rrrlh .r(l( lr l ion l ( " S R S " ) .  S i n r r l l r  t o  t h c

F : u r o p c .  ( h c  S R S  w i l l  c o

-1-po in  t  manua l  sa [c ty
s ion ing  Rct rac tor  ( " l -
p lsscngcr .

Whr le  exac t  markc l ing
comi le tcd .  wc  cu( rcn(  l y
g r  n l  t o  i n ( r o d u c c  l h i s
markc l  i rn ( l  1o  tcs t  r l s
Phasc  I  o f  th js  l ) rogr lm,

s t  o f  our  s land i r rd  J -po in t

w i th  an  L ;mcr8cncy  Tcn-
") for the l iBht front

havc  no l  yc t  becn
n (icipa(c { thrce-phasc pro-

) rhno logy  in  thc  An]c r ican
 r Ic1  acccDlab i l i t y .  Dur ing
h i c h  w i l l  b c g i n  i n  M Y  1 9 U 4 ,
o f  our  W I  26  scr ics  vch ic les

l 0  l ) c r | c n l  o l ' o u r  n e w  W 2 0 l
l b c  i n t r o d u c c d  i r l  l h ; r l  l i n r c )
S l t S .  W c  i r n t i c i p i r t c  l h i s  w i l l

; l cm cur rcn l l y  o f fc rc t l  in

l s .

m nu i r l  s i r l c ly  bc l l  5u n l c ( l  by  i l n  a r r  h i l g  and

kncc bolstcr on (hc (l 's 
srde anrl it s(andatd

r  n r i n i n r u n r  o l  l 0  p c r c c

w i l l  b c  c q u i l ) p c ( l  w r l h  t
in  vo  lvc  apDrox in ra tc ly  5 . vch ic lcs .  [ )  r r  r in  g  th is  in  i -

nits so cquippccl rluy trc in-

rs  wc l l  i r s  i r  n r in imun l
ser ics  vch  ic lcs  (  wh ich

l i a l  p h l s c ,  t h c  n u m b c r  o
crc i rscd  i fn la rkc t

I n  P h a s c  l l .  w h i c h  w i l l
w i l l  bc  avr r lab lc  rn  thc

in  MY l9t l -5 ,  the opt ion
l 3 t t 0 S i . .  I n  l d t l r t i o n .  i f

markc l   cccp tab i l i l y  con l inucs  lo  inc rcasc ,  a  h ighcr
(Cont\l on poxc 7)

The InsurEnco Inst i tu ie for  Hiqhway 56tcty is  an inr tot)endanl .  nonprot i l ,  sc lent i l ic  and oducal ional  orqani .a l lon.  l t  ls  dedicdled to reduoing lhe

r--"  - : i " i in :"  i " i ; i r *  i "o r l . 'p" i rv damnqe-rosrr t i inq t rom cr^shes on-tho nar 'on s h lshway\ The. l .s t i t t r te is  suppo.ted !v l l9- ,AI-" l i : - " - :
i^*ut incu x iqh*ry Sately Associ€t i ;n,  rhe'AmErican insu.ers Highway S:r ie ly Arr ,an. .  !he Nat i .ns l  associ i t i^n ' r  r .d.n.rd^ ' t  In"" ' r '
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QuotedWlthout mment

Looks Dcccive rs 2 l /2 and 5 ph l lurnpers Look Al ike -  For  a consumcr look ingor  i r  bet tcr  5-mph
cars havc wh ichbumpcr ,  thc  ou  tward  appc l r cc  o f  lhc  l98 l  mode ls  i s  no  hc lp  in  t l cc i t l i ng  wh ic

bumpcrs.  This  is  bcst  brought
l9 l l l  K-cars wi th thc 5-nrph

ut  by some of  thc l98 l  Chrys lcr  K-cars.  Chrys lcr  p

s t r i r igh t  b rackc ts  ra thcr  th tn crgy-ahsorbcrs .  As  shown in  lhc  photogr rphs  takcn
dc . r l c r  lo ts ,  thc rc  i s  no  cx t l v rs -u i r l  d i l l ' c rcncc  bs lwccn thc  lwo bumpers  . . . .

hc twccn lhc  two cars  i s  to  gc l  down on h is  hanr lsconsumcr  to  tc l l  thc  d i f f c
undcr  thc f ront  bumpcr to
bumpcr to  thc car 's  f rant0.

whc lhcr  i I  has  an  energy  absorbcr  o r  i ]  s t ra igh t

l"

ur ' r l l c r  sys tcm wh i lc  l  l c r  K-cars  har l  2  |  /2 -nph t
ucct l  somc ear ly
bunrpcrs usrng
l9 l i l  K-cars on
only wry for a
knccs  and look
conncc t ing  the

to Bettcr Runpars

./or Auro Sa./L't!,

1983 Dodge Aries wlth 5 mph type bumperc. 1 983 Dodge Aries with 2.5 mph type bumpers.

- Photographs trom the Center for Auto Safety

I:rou "A Cot.tttnrcr'.r
on  l9 lJ . l  Cors"  h t ' th (  C

,nstitute Stresses Va riati on s
In Utility Vehicle Experience
(Cont'd trom Page 1)

Wnrn ing  th i r l  thc  more  common such labc ls
bccomc,  thc  l css  c l l cc t i vc  thcy  mig ,h l  hc fomc,  rhc  ln -
s l i lu lc  sugScs lcd ,  "N l lTSA shou ld  J iDr i t  lh is  rcgu la -
t ion  to  spcc i f i c  veh ic lcs  tha t  havc  bccn shown by
conrpclcnl rcsearch to havc abnornrally bad rollovcr
expcr icncc .  "

NI ITSA had c i tcd  rcscarch  suppor lcd  by  thc  Ins t i -
tu te  r t  thc  Un ivcrs i ty  o f  M ich ig ln  l l i ghway Safe ty  Re-
sc ; l rch  lns l i tu tc  ind ica t inE u t i l i r y  vch ic lcs  as  i l  g roup
ro l l  ovcr  a t  {  ra tc  i t l  l cas t  f i vc  l imcs  grca tc r  th  n  thc
avcragc  passcngcr  car .  Yc1.  " incxp l rcab ly . "  thc  Ins l i -
lu tc  obscrvc( I ,  N I ITSA h  ( l  f r i l cd  to  rc fc r  to  o thcr
Ins t i lu tc -sDonsored rcscr rch  a t  thc  l )n ivc rs i ty  o f
Nor lh  Caro l ina  l l i ghwry  S l l c ty  Rcscarch  Ccntc r  and
to  rcscarch  by  NI ITSA's  own Nat iona l  Centc r  lo r
S ta t i s t i cs  lnd  A na lys is .

"Thc ;c  lwo s lu r l i cs  dc l l i l  thc  ro l lovcr  c rash  ex-
pcncncc  { ) f  r , / , r1  i / i (  r ' l l ( x lc ls  o l  u t i l i t y  vchrc l (  s , "  Ihc  In .
s l i t u l c  c o m n r c n t c d .  " w h i l e  t h c  c  r l i c r  l i S R l  s t u d y ,  i n
p i r r l  bcc i lusc  o I  i l s  da ta  l in r i t  t ions ,  focuscs  on  thc  cx-

pcr icncc  o f  u l i l i t y  vch ic lcs  as  a  g roup.  Dc ta i l c t l  cxami -
n  l  ion  o f  thc  ro l lovcr  cx  pcr icncc  o f  spcc i f i c  n rakcs  and
mo( jc ls  o f  u t i l i t y  vch ic lcs .  con t i r inc t l  in  thc  t ISRC und
Nl l - [SA s tu r l i cs ,  shows hugc  v i l r i r l i ons .  bo th  s lu ( l rcs
show (h t t  l i r rgc r  u t i l i l y  vch ic lcs ,  such i rs  thc  Jcep
Wagonccr ,  h i rvc  subs t i rn ( j l l l y  bc t l c r  ro l lovcr  cxncr i '
cncc  than smal l  u t r l i t y  vch ic lcs .  in  par t i cu la r  thc  Jccp
cJ-5. "

Thc NI ITSA s tudy  s ( i l l  hud  no t  bccn  p laced in  lhc
dockc t ,  thc  Ins t i lu tc  po in tcd  ou t ,  i r s  i t  i t l tac l lo ( l  i t  copy
o l  thc  agcncy 's  s (udy  to  thc  docket  submiss io r ' t  to  cor -
rec l  th is  om iss ion .

Thc  lns t i ru tc  a lso  rc fc r red  NI ITSA to  I l ighway
Loss  Da l l  Ins l i tu ts  rcpor ls  on  t l rc  insur i rnce  in . iu ry
c la in rs  cxpcr icncc  o f  var ious  u t i l i l y  vch ic lcs .  " ln  thc
most  rcccn l  such rcpor l ,  thc  ovcr  l l  l i cqucncy  o f
insur  ncc  in iu ry  c la ims fo r  thc  Jcc f  CJ- ,5  was 4 l  pcr -
ccn t  wersc  than thc  i rvc rJgc  [o r  r r l l  passcngcr  c l r , i  lo r
thc  Jccp  CJ-7  thc  f rcqucncy  w ls  l7  pcrccr ' r1  worsc  lhan
rvcragc . "  (hc  Ins l i lu tc  rc l lo r l c ( l .  " ln  cont r l r t ,  a l l  o f
thc  o lhcr  u l i l i t y  vch ic lcs  rc l )o r tcd  h i rd  rcsu l ts  tha t  wcre
r t  l c l l s l  25  pcrccn l  / , ( , / f t , f  th  n  l vc r l i l l c .  ; rnd  thc  vch tc lcs
w i t h  l h c  b c s l  c x p c r i c n c c  -  l h c  J c c p  (  h c r o k c c  i r n ( l  l h c
Chcvro lc l  Suburbrn  -  wcrc  t ln ]os t  50  pcrccn l  bc t tc r
than avcragc . "


