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D I V I S I O N  O F  M O T O F  V E H I C L E S
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M s .  E l l z a b e t h  D o l e
Transpor tat iod Secretary
U ,  S .  D e p a r t E e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t l o n
4 0 0  S e v e n t h  S ! r e e t ,  S o u t h  W e s t
W a s h l n g t o n ,  D , C . 2 0 5 9 0

FITE€NEDEKER

D e a r  H s ,  D o l e :

I  would l ike to  take th ls  oppor tunl . ty  to  enl ls t  your  ass is tance in
pursuing our  conrnon goal  of  increased h lghway safety .  I  recognlze and
a p p r e c l a t e  y o u r  e f f o r t s  l n  a t t e n p t i n g  t o  p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t l o n s  a n d
stanCards whlch af ford the rna: i lmun safet ; , r  benef i t  v i th  n ln i rnun cost
t n c u : r e d ,

Slnce the populardt l .  e f  f  our- ' . rhe e l -dr ive vehlc les has gror , ,n  to  the
p o i n t  t h a r  t h e r e  a r e  n o r , r  o v e r  5 0 , 0 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  N e w  J e r s e y ,  I  h a v e  a
s p e c i f l c  c o n c e r n  r e g a r C 1 r E  a  r e c e n t  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a l r  T r a f f i c  S a f e r y
A d r x i n l s t r a t l o n  r u r l n g  r e g a r d L r g  u c i l 1 r : ,  v e h l c l e s ,  N H T S A  l 6 - g 4  w a s  r s s u e d .
o n  H a ' /  1 l ,  1 9 t r . ,  a n d  r e c _ u l r e s  D a n u i a c t u r e r s  c o  a f  f  1 : i  a p p r o p r l a t e  l a b e l s  t o
t h e s a  v e h i c l e s  w a r n i n g  t h e  d r i v e r s  o f  t h e l r  u n i q u e  h a n d L l n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t L c s
anci  the inherent  danger  of  ro11 over .

A l t h o u 3 h  r h i s  1 s  a  s t e p  i n  t h e  r l g h t  C i r e c c i o n ,  l t  i s  r n y  o p i n i o n  t h a t
NHTSA has not  gone fa:  enough anC addl t i .cnal  neasures are necessar . r  to
lnprove the safety  record of  f  our-whee L-d r  ive vehlc les.

The conclus ions we have reached as a resul t  o f  our  e: . ;perLences wl th
t h e s e  v e h l c l e s  e r e  L n  a t r e e m e n t  w l c h  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  r e c e n t  s t u d l e s
c c n C u c t e d  b v  t h e  U n l v e r s l r y  o f  l , l i . c h l g a n  a n d  t h e  U n l v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h
C a r o l i n a .  T h e s e  c o n p r e h e n s l ' . ' e  s t u d l e s  h a v e  r a i s e d  s e r l o u s  q u e s t i o n s
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s a f e t ' , -  a n C  s t a b i l i t ' ,  o f  p i c k u p  t r u c k s  a n C  u t i l i t ' r  v e h i c L e s .
The problen ls  cornpounded b ' . '  the fact  that  man-, '  o i  chese vehic ies are behg
n o d l f j . e d  s o  a s  t o  r a - 1 s e  t h e  c e n l e r  o f  g r a v l t v .

In  v l -ev o i  the scrrousaess c i  tb . ls  na- t :er ,  i  ah requcst ing thai :  L i l tSA
g1' re conslc ie :atLon to t lghtening up tha regu1.r . . i .on govern i r , .g  these vehlc les
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The Deasures l ls ted below are reconnendedl

l .  Per forrnance and deslgn standards should be fornulate i l
wi th  an emphasls  on ro11 stabi l i ty  and occupant  safety .

2,  Addl t lcnal  e f for ts  should be nnde to a ler t  the publ lc
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  t h e s e  v e h i c l e s .  S p e c l f l c
warnlngs expla in lng these dangers should be issued to
purchasers,  autonobl le  cLubs,  {nsurers and edueators.
Manufacturers should be requl red to inc lude appropr la te
warnlngs ln  the l r  adver t lsenents d l recced to l rard four-
r rheeL-dr lve veh{c1es.

3.  The warning,  NHTSA 16-84,  nol l  requl red to b€ posted 1n
ut t l l ty  vehlc les should a lso be requi red in  four-wheel-
dr ive p l .ckup t rucks whlch have s iu i lar  handl lng charac-
ter ls tLcs.  These warnlngs should inc luCe the dangers of
c e r t a l n  n o d l f l c a t l o n s  s u c h  a s  b l g g e r  r l r e s ,  a u s p e n s i o n
1 l f  t s ,  e t c .

4.  Federa l  MoCor Vehlc le Safety  Standards r rh lch only  apply
to passenger vehlc les should be e. . : tended to tnc lude
ut t l l ty  vehlc les and p lckup t rucks.

The lnp lenentat lon of  these neasures would cer ta ln lv  be a s lgnl f icant
contr lbut ion to safety .  Any ass is tanie you can of fer  regard lng th ls  nat ter
u l l l  b e  g r e a C l y  a p p r e c L a t e d .

S l n c e r e l y ,

Saf  e t ' r  P.eprese: : ta t : -ve
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