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MHational Highway Tratfic Salety
Administration

49 CFA Part 575
(Docket No. 82-20; Notiee 2)

Consumer Information Regulations
Operation of Wity Vehicles on Paved
Roadways

AGEHCY: National Highway Traffic -
Safety Administration [NHTSA).

* Transportation.

ACTION: Final rule.

StmadAnyY: This iinal rule adds a new
tequirement to the Consamer
Information Regulations. applicable to
“utility vehicles™, i.e.. multipurpose
passenger vehicles which have a shon
wheelbase and special features for
occasiopal off-road use. Some of these
special features cause ulility vehicles to
handle and maneuver differently from
ordinary passenger cars under certain.
driving conditions. A driver who is
unaware of the differences and who
makes sharp turps or abrupt maneuvers
when operating utility vehicles on paved
roads mey Jose control of the vehicle or
rollover. To inform drivers of the
handiing differences between utility
vehicles and pa=senger cars, this
emendment requires manufacturers o
place & prescribed sticker on the
windshield, dashboard or some other
prominent location of the vehicle to alent
operaiors. In sddition, the new
regulation requires manufacturers lo
inciude information in the vehicle
Owmer’s Manual concerning the proper’
method of on- and off-road driving for
utility vehicles. ' .
OATES: This amendment is eHective
September 1. 1284. Any petitions for
reconsideration must be received not-
lxter than june 11. 1984.

ADDRESS: Any pelilions for |
reconsideration of this rule should refer
to the dockel number ang notice number
of this notice and be submitted to:
Adrainistrator. Natienal Highway
Traffic Safety Administration 500
Seventh Street, SW., Wasnington. D.C.
203590,

, FOR FURTHER IHFORMATION CONTACT:

Mr. Nelson Gardy, Office of Market
Incentives, National Highway Tralfic
Safety Administration 400 Seventh
Street. SW,, Washington, D.C. 20550
(202-326-1740).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION This
notice amends the Consumer
Information Regulations {49 CFR 575) to
add & new requirement applicable to
“utilitv vehicles”"—multipurpose
passenger vehicles {49 CFR 571.3) which
have a short wheelbase and special

features for occasional off-road
operation. This new regulation
addresses a safety concern resulting

" from a passible lack of owner

awarzness about the proper handling
and operation of ulility vehicles. These
vehicles have [eatures which cause
them to handle and maneuver
differently than ordinary passenger cars
under certain on-pavement driving
conditions. Those features Include: Short
wheelbase. narrow track. high ground
clearance, high cenler of gravity, stiff
suspensicn system and. often. four-

wheel drive. Examples of utility vehicles

in current production include: AMC
Jeeps. Chevrclel Blazer, Ford Bronca.
Dodge Ram Charget, Toyota Land
Cruiser, and the GMC Jimmy.

Because of the drivers” apparent
unfamiliarity with the unigue -
characteristice of these vehicles (their
higher center of gravity, narrower track
and stiffer suspensions). utility vehizles
are more likely to go out of control or
roll over than passenger cars during
sharp turns or abrupt maneuvers on
paved roads, especiaily at high speeds.
Certain research studies.appear to
indicate that utility vehicles are

* disproportionately represented in

rellover sccidents than are passenger
cars, and thal the rates of death and
disablirg injury per secident could be
twice as high for wility vehicles. (These
studies are discussed more fuliv in this
notice.)

In response to these factors. the -
agency issued a notice of proposed

tulemaking on December 30. 1982 (47 FR

58323} o require 8 new conswmer
information regulation which would
require manufacturers to alert utility
vehicle drivers of the unique handling
characteristics of these vehicles. As
noted in that proposal, the agency
believes that the dilferences in salety
stalistics and apparent performance
with regard to utility vehicles are likely

‘influenced by the lack of awareness by

utility vehicle drivers concerning the
aperationsl characteristics of these
vehicles, especially under conditions_
aproroaching the limits of vehicie
periormance. The occurrence of -
accidents 21 cbserved rates makes it
clear that operators do not understand
cr appreciate the need {or adjusting
their driving habits to coincide with
physical dilferences between utility ..
vehicles and ordinary passsenger cars.
The proposed amendment lo the
Consumet Information Regulations
specified a'prescribed sticker which
manufacturers would be required lo
piace in 8 prominent vehicle location 1o
alert drivers cencerning the special
handling characteristics of utilitv
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venicles Additionally, the proposed
regulaiion specified that manuiaciurers
would be required to include
information tn Ihe vehicle Gwner's
Manual concerning the proper method of
handling and mareuvering thase
vehicles when driven on paved roads.
There were hwenly comments lo the
notice of praposed rulemaking. Nearly
all of these supparted pramulgaton of
the proposed new regulation. in
principle. However. many commenters
.did not accept the agency's basis for the
rulemaking and nearly ail of the
comments recommended vanious
changes. The foliowing is a discussion of
the major camments, along with
agency's response and [inal conclusions

Basic Premise of the New Reoulation

The proposal cited a study conducted
by the Highway Salety Research
Institute of the University of Michigan
which found that utility vehicles rollover
al a rate al least five times hicher than
that experienced by the sverage
passenger car {"On Road Crash
Experience of Utility Vehicles™, see
NHTSA Docket 82-20). In addition. the
propesal noted that NHTSA fatal
accident report data indicate that on a
statrstical basis. given a rollover
accidenl, occupants are more likeiy to
be killed in utility vehicles than in
passenger cars {probability twice as
high). Several manufacturers 100k strong
exception to the Michigan study and
challenged its scientific accuracy in
certain regards. citing statements by the
study’s author that it was rot &
definitive project. Although these
manufacturers did not oppose the
propesed new regulation. they strongly
objected 1o using the cited research as
supparl for the regulation. Several
manufacturers also stated Lhat the
propasal focused 1og narrowly on the
physical characteristics of utifity
vehicles and failed to take into sccount
the driver and environmental faclors
which affect the saf=ty operation ol
lhese vehicles.

The agency did not intead to imply
that it is enly the unigue phyvsical
characleristics of utility vekicies which
are responsible for the great number of
accidenls in these venicles. The basic
premise of the new regulation, as
evidenced by statements in the
proposal. is that d-ivers are ancarently
unaware of the unique bandiirg
characteristics of thess vehicles as
compared to ordinary passenger cars.
and that this coupling of unique vehicle
atiributes and lack of awareness is
apparenily a large part of the problem.

Regarding the research c¢ited in the
preposal. the sgency a’so did not intead
to imply that further study would not be

advantageous or that lhe Michigan
study t5 an exhaustive. definilive
sizgtemenl concerning the actual
accident experience of utility vekicles.
However. b2 agency does believe thal
the izformation from th= Michigan
study. together with NHTSA's owr data
end other research ciled below. is
sulficiently reliabie to indicate that
utitity vehicles are involved in &
substantial number of aceidents which -
appear to be reiated to their unique
bandling characteristica. of which their
operaiors may not be fuily aware.

In additian to the research mentioned
in the proposal. the agency aiso notes
the following information which has
been submitted 1o the Docket
concerning this proceeding: “A
Comparison of the Crash Expernience of
Utility Vehicles, Pickup Trucks and
Passenger Cars.” Reinfurt. et al.
Highway Safety Research Center.
University of North Carolina. September
1981: "Anairsis of Fatal Rollover
Accidents io Utlity Vehicles,” S. R.
Smith, NHTSAL February 1982;
“insurance Losses Personal Injury
Protection Coverage. Passenger Cars,
Vans. Pickups, and Utlity Vehicles.
1979-1981 Models.” HLDL 1~18-1,
September 1982, These studies alse
indicaled significant rollover aceident

“expenence with utility vehicles. While if

may be lrye that these studies do not
quanlify the contributions of the various
possible causes cf this accident
experience [venicle characleristica,
driver characteristics. vehicle use,
environmental factors. etc.), the agency
believes that this research does indicate
e serious problem which should be
brought to the attention of vehicle
owners and which can be alleviated by
lhe dissemination of information 1o alent
vehicies owners ard drivers.

Application

Several commenters requested
cnanges and clarifications in the
definition of “utilitv vehicle” 25 set forth
in Lhe proposal’s applicationsectian.
The proposzl specified the {ollowing:

‘The Section applies to multipurpose
pasvenger vehicles which have special -
{estures for vccasional off-road opecation
["utility vehicies').

Commeniers noled thal the utiiity
vehicles at issue typically have a
wheelbase ol 110 inches or less and
recommended that this specification be
added 1o the definition so that other
wehicles are not inadvertenUy included
in the tegulation’s application,
Manufacturers were pardgcularly
concemned thal certain vehicles such as
locg wheel base utility trucks like the
General Motars “Suburban” line. motor

homes and multi-uze recreational
vehicles would be included even though
they do not have the same rotlaver
propensities as utility vehicles. The
Insurance Institute for Highway Salety
argued that the application of the rule
should be limited 1o these vehicles mast
likety te presenlrollover concerns. The
agency generally agrees with these
concermns. As noted in the propoasal. the
vehiclas which are intendad lo be
covered are those with ralativelv shon
wheelbases. narrow tracks, hizh groend
clearances. high centers of zravity 2nd
stiff suspensions. The propaosal also
mentioned four-wheel drive as a
characteristic of ulility vehicles. While
four-wheel drive is typically a
characteristic of those vehicles, it was
mentioned in the proposal anly because
it is deacriptive of the majority of
vebicles sl issue. Four-wheel drive in
ang of itsell. however. has very litile 1o
do with the rollover propensities
involved in this rulemakipg. and the
agency did not intend tg include a
vehicle simply because it had four-
wheel drive if it did not also rave the
other characleristizs which necessilale
alerting drivers to special bandling
raethods.

After reviewicg these commerits and
informaticn cencemning the vehicles al
issue, the agency has determined thal
the definition should include a 110-inch
wheel base specilicalicn in order to
segregate loose vehiciea which are
disproportionately invelved in roilover
accidents. Thus. as specified in this new
requiation. utility vehicles are
multipurpose passenger vehicles which
have a wheel base ol 118 inches or less
and special [eatures for occasional ofi-

.road ogeration {which may or mav nol

include four-wheel drivej.

One manufacturer recommended that
the new regulation alse appl¥ to four-
wheel drive light pickup trucks (GVWR
of 8.300 pounds or l2ss) as well as to
utility vehicles. The manufacturer cid
not supply any information. however.
indicating that the same accident
experience occurs with respect ta lighl
pickup Lrucks. Moreaver, data before the
agency do ot indicate that his veniciz
class has a difierent rollover experience
than ordinary passenger cars. Therefore.
the fact that certain pickup trucks have
four-wheei drive does not seem o be
sufficien! reason for including this -
vehicle type in the standard’s
application. As nated earlier. there is
nol indication the' four-wheel drive
alone leads 1o the rollover propensities
which are the subjecl ol this rulermaking
action. The agency will continue io
manitor the accident experience of these
vehicles. bowever. to determine if thev
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should be included in the stzndard al

some tme in the future,

Sticker Localion

The proposal preceding this new
regulalion specified that manufacturers
shall affix a sticker to "the instrument
panel, windshield freme or in scme
other location in each vehicle prominent
and visible lo the driver”, to alert
drivers concerning the special handling
characteristics af ulility vehizles.
Several commenters requesled that this
requiremnent specificallv include the
driver's sun visor as an scceptabie
lozation for the required sticker. One
commenter 512tled thal the waming
should be of 2 more permanent nature
than a sticker aflixed to the windshield
or instrumen! panel. Thal commenler
stated that, if the sticker is Jocated on
the instrument panel. it should be
behind the plastic lens so thal it cannot
be removed. arguing the that sticker
should remain permanently affixed so
thal subsequent vehicle owners are
made aware of "the vehicle's sensitivity
to certain maneuvers.”

The agency considers the driver's sun -

visor to be s "proeminent” loczlionin a
vekicle, and is modifving the languege of
this requirement to specifically mention
that vehicle localion. The agency agrees
thet the sticker should be of a
permanent nature. but does not believe
tatl it is necessary at this time 1o
require the sticker to be placed. for
examptie. behind the plastic lens of the
instrumenl panel. There is no wish to
place design restictions on
manufacturers, but the agency does
intend for the sticker lo oe permanently
aMixed in a prominent positian and
readily visible 1o drivers. Stickers
similar o the placard required in
FMVSS 110 would be considered
adequate.

Sizker and Manpual Language

A majonty of the commenters
recommended clarification and charges
in the prescribed language for the
warning sticker and information in the

‘vehicle Owner's Manval. Tne proposal

specified that the sticker shall have the
lenguage prescribed “or similar
language”. and included the following
cavealt

The language on the sticker required by
this paragreph may be modilied as is desired
by the manufacicrer 1o meke it approprizte
for a specific vehicle desicn, 10 ensure that
consurmers are adequately informed
concering the unigue propeasities of @
particular vehicle model.

As proposed. this caveat wes nol
epplicable to the language regquired in
the vehicle Owner's Manual. Numerous
, commenters requested thal this’

Aexibiiily be ellowed for the Cwner's
Manual as well. One commenter slated
that thers is no wey the sticker can
“ensure” consumers are adeguately
informed. One commenter requested
that manufscturers be altowed (o place
the required information in any section
af their Owmer's hanual.they choose.
rather than in the “introduction™ and
"on-pavemenl!” driving sections as
prescribed in the propesal. Several
commenters also suggesied that the
word "rollover” be specifically included
in the required wamings, on the basis
that “loss of control” does not
suwficienty describe the hazard.

The agency agrees thal lanpuage
flexibility mayv be usefui for the Owner’s
Manuel as well as for the prescribed
slicker. in order to ensure that
consumers are adequelely informed
conceming the unique characteristics of
s paricular vehicle design. Thal
modilication is made in this nolice. The
agency believes that the sbjection to use
of the word “ensure’ in the specified
covealis a matler of semantics since the
ugenci s intert is thet manufacturers
make every allemp! lo adequalely
inform 1ls customers. 1t was for this
reason that the lenguage flexibitity is
being aliowed. The agency also agrees
thal use of the word “rolloves™ in the
sticker and QOwmer's Manual might more
atcuretely describe the possible
consecuences of sharp tume or abrup!
maneuvers then the phrase “loss of
control” used alone. Accordingly. that
word is added to Lhe languzge specified
in tris notice. Finally, the agency agrees
that manufacturers should be aliowed 10
place the reguired “on-pavemenl”
driving information in eny prominent
location of their Ovwner’s Menual they
desire. rather than only in & geclion
specifically labeled “on pavement
driving”. However! the agency believes
that the specified intwroductory statement
tust be included in the Manual's '
introduction (or preface) so that any
person consulting the Manual will be
aware thal driving guidelines are
included in the Manual.

One commenter requested that the
required information be allowed in a
gepplement 1o the Dwner's Manuel, le..
#separate pamphiet. The agency has no
objections to additional. or
comprehensive supplements which
further describe dnsing methods and
op=rating procedures for ulility vehicles
[one manufaciurer curreniiy provides
such s Suppiement). However. the
ezency believes that the two prescribed
(or similar} slatements should be placed
in the general Owner's Manusl since
some operators might be more likely 1o
consull the manual. which inciudes all
informalion conceming their vehicles.

than tnev would supplements. Furtner,
the required statemenls are short and
should not be onerous 1o manulacturers.

Effective Oate

The proposal speciiied that the new
regulation. if promulgated. would
become effective 60 davs after
publication of a final rule. Several
meanufacturers staled that their Owner’s
Manuals are typicaliy updated onlv at
the beginning of a new model year and
thal longer than 60 days is needed 1o
comply with the requirements of the
regulation. After censidering these
comments, the agency has concluded
that the new regulation should become
effective Seplember 1, 1984. coincidental
with the tipical introduction of new
modeis. This is fonger than the 60-days
leadtime specified in the propossl and
should aliow all manulacturers
suificient time to camply with the
requirements.

NHTSA has examined the impazts of
this new regulation acd determined that

- this nolice does not! qualify as a major

regulation within the meaning of
Executive Order 12291 or as a significant
regulation under the Department of
Trensportetion regulalory policies and
procedures. The sgency has also
determined that the economic 2nd other
jmpacts of this rule are 60 minimal thal
a regulatory evalucation is not requirzc.
The prescribed sticker and additional
informatior required in the vehicle
Owner's Manual will resull inonly
minimul costs {or vehicle menufaciurers
and will not likely result in anyv cost
incTesse for consumers.

The agency also considered the
impacts of this.rule under the precepis
of the Regulatory Flexibiiity Aci. |
hereby certify that the regulation will
no! have a significant economic impact
on a substantial number of small
entities. As jusl discussed, the cost of
the required sticker and information will
be extremely small. Accordingly. there
will be virtually no e¢conomic effect on
anv small organizationa or governmental
units which purchase ntility vehicles.
Moreover, few, if anv. vehicie
manufacturers would qualify &s small
entities under the Act.

Firally, NHTSA has analyzed this role
for purposes of the National
Environmental Policy Act. The agency
has delermined that implementation of
this acticn will nat have any significani
impact oo the quality of the humen
environment.

List of Subjects in ¢3 CFR Parl 573

Consumer protection. Labelling. Mover
vehicle safety. Motor vehicles, Rubber
and rubber products. Tires.
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ISexx. 103, 112 $19. Pub. L 82-563. 80 SlatL.
718 (35 U.5.C. 1352 140, 1407 ) deiegation of
suthority a1 49 CFR 1.50) ’

lasued: hiay 7. 1884,
Diape K. Steed, - .
Administrator.

PAAT 575—{ AMENDED]

In consideration of the foregoing, a
new § 575.105 is added to 49 CFR 575,
Cansumer Information Regulations, to
read as follows:

§ 575.105 Utility vehicles.
{a) Purpose cnd scope. This section
_ requires manufacturers of utility
vehicles 1o alert drivers that the
"particular handling and maneuvering
characteristica of utility vehicles require
special driving practices when those
vehicles are operated on paved roads.
(b} Applicetion. This section applies
to multipurpose passenger vehicles
which have a wheelbase of 110 inches or
less and special features for occasional
off-road operation (“utlity vehicles™).
(¢} Required information. Each
manufacturer shall prepare and affix a
vehicie sticker as specified in paragraph

1 of this subsection and shall provide in

the vehicie Owner's Manual the
information specified in paragraph 2 of
this subsection. :

{1} A sticker shall be permanently
affixed to the instrument panel.
windshield frame, driver’s side sun
visot. or in some other location in each
vehicle prominent and visible to the
driver. The sticker shall be printed in &
typeface and color which are clear and .
‘tonspicuous. The sticker shall have the
following or similar language:

This ts s multipurpose passenger vehicle
which will handle and maneuver dilierenty
+from an ordinary passenger cat, in driving
conditions which may occur on streets and
highways and olf road. As with other
vehicies of this type. if vou make tharp tumns

. or sbrupt maneuvers. the vehicle may
rollover or may go out of control and crash.
You should read driving guMelines and
instructions in the Owmner's Manual, and
WEAR YOUR SEATBELTS AT AlLL TIMES,

The !anguage on the sticker required by
paregraph (1) and in the Ownera
Manual. es required in paragraph (2).
may be modified as is desired by the
manufacturer ic make it appropriate for
a specific vehicle design. to ensure that
consumers ere adequately informed
concerning the wnique propensities of a
particular vehicle model. _

(2)({i] The vehicie Owner's Manual
shall include the following statement in
its introduction.

As with other vehicles of this type.

- failure lo operaie lthis vehicle cotrectly
.may resull in loss of control or an

accidert. Be sure lo read “on-pavement”

‘and “off-road™ driving guideline§ which

foliow.

(ii} The vehicle Owner’s Manual shall
include the following or similar
statement

Utility vehicles have higher ground
clearance and & narrower track to make them
capable af performing in a wide variety of
off-road applications. Spezific design
characieristics give ihem a higher center of
gravity than ordinary cars. An advaciage of
the higher ground clearance is a-betier view

" of the road allowing you 1o antitipaie

problems. They are not designed for
comering at the same speeds 15 conventional
2-wheel drive vehicles any more than Jow-
slung sports cars are designed to perform
satisiactorily under off-road conditions. 1f at
al] possible, avaid sharp wrms or abrupt
maneuvers. As with other vehicles of this
type. failure to aperale this vehicle correctly
mey resuit in loss of control or vehicle
roilover. ’

FR Doc #4-12780 Flied S10-34 &:48 any]
BILLING COOE 4v1o—Se—b
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32088,

T.13 3. .R.8W.,

Sec, 7. EEA.

T. 138, R. 7 W,

Swc. 10lote 2, B,.and B, SEVANW Y%, end

SWYeNEV.,
T.WAS.R.7W.,

Sec. 25. EMMNEASWANW Y, EANE VA
SWh, EANWWINEWSWL, BE%
SWUWMESEYW, NWNWWSWWEEY, nnd
SEUNWWUSWWSEVe

T. 145, R. 8 W, i

Sec. 19, lot 2. i

Powarsite Classificotion No. 413

T. 145, R BW. *
Sec. 15, NWWNWvy |
Sec. 19, SEVANEYa:
Sec. 21, NLSWiy;
Suc. 20, SRNW .

T.155,R. 8 W,

Sec. 7, lat 2 und SE:%NW%

T.14 5. R. 8 W..

Suc. 13, NWYNE VL,

T.155.R. 0W,

Sec, 1. lotd and SEV.NWV..

Siuslow Notional Forest

Fowersila Reserve No. 682

T.145.R. 10 W., i
Sec.1, lot 1, !

Powersite Classificalion MJ. 123

T.138, R W,
Bec. 30, N%N%BE‘ASE’A SWYWINW Y,
BEWBE %, WWaSWY BE AEE Vi,
SEYaBW ILSEMSEY., nnd E4BEY
SEWSEYa:
Selc. 31, fot 10, E'% and SW’/. of lot 13, and
ot 18, :
T.14 8., R0 W,
Sec. 8, lot 8,
T.13S.R. 8w,
Sec. 13, NW VW NEYs:
Sec. 18, NuNEWNEWEE M.
T.135. .10 W,
Sae. 27, SEANE%;
Sec. 24, lot 12
T 145, R 10W.
Sec. 12, lot 3.
The.araows describad aggreqate 1.400.72
acres imBanton, Lane, snd Lincals Counlies.

Z AbB30 a,m., on Sepsember 10, 1964,
lot 3, sec. 32. T. 13 S., R. 7 W., and the
SWHNWWY, sec. 13, T. 18 S.. R. 9 W.,
wiil be opened to oparatfon of the'pub
lund laws generally, suh‘ect to valid
existing rights, the requinemarts of ;
uppiicable law, the pravrlons -of
existing withdrawals an
of Section 24 of the Fedetul Pgwver Act.
All valld applications ra mft ar

prior to 8:30 a.m.. on Septegber 10, 1984,

shull be considarod as s
filad at that time. Thos
thereufter shull be c
order of filing.

3. AtB:30 a.m.,
the lands in par;

September 18, 1684,
riph L.iexcept us

provided in pyfagraph 2. will be npanued
to aueh fa of dispoal{ion as may by
liuw be mnde of nedonal Torest liinda

and revediod Oregon and Callfornia

the ppdvisivns

Ruilroad Grant Land..subject to valid
oxisling righta, the requiramaenismof
applicable [ew, the pravisions.af
exiating withdrawsleé and the provisions
of Section 24 of the'Federal Powsr Act,
4, The lands have been and remain
open to lpcation and antry under the

Unjied Stetes mining laws subject to the

provisions of the Act of Augusl 11, 1856
(68 Stut. 682; 30-U.5.C. 871). and to
npplications and offers under the
minerai leosing laws.

Inqulries concerning the Jands should
be uddressed lo the Chiel. Branch of
Lunds and Minerals Operstions, Qurouy
of Land Mansgoment, 2.0. Box 2085,
Portlund. Cragon 97208,

Dated: Angust 5. 1984,

Gatrey E. Carruthers, '
Asxigtant Sucretary of the lkterior,
[FR Doe. 4421258 Filod Balp—wt: 54 4m}
BILLING CODE A3 18-Rd~ }

FEDERAL COHMUNICNTIOHB
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 83

i
1
[PA Dotkat Mo. B3-428] i

Expansion of Inapectioh Intervsl for
Small'Passenger Vagaals; Pyblic
Notice

AQENCY; Fader ommuagnications

Cammigsion,

ACTION: Pin mle unnouncamcntof
affoctive géte, -

gummany: This Public-ldollce-infoms

the m&ritima public of the elfsctive date
of g amendment to therules which
extends the FCC inspeclion internal {or

Jertain-ameall passengerivessels, The

FCC |nitiated this actiod in order to
wieviats {he burden of unnacessarily
frequenl! inspection. It id expectad thut
thia uction will reduce the regulatory
burden onthe cancernad public and
provide {lexibility for the FCC to udjust
\he use of its resourcas jo.boat maeat.the
damands of ite manne ;togrnms.

EFPecTive DATE The eflective date of
the rule which extends the FCC
inapection interval for-agertam small
pissenger vessels is July 10, 1989,
ADDagsE Federal Communications
Caomm:raion, Washingtqn. D.C..20884,

EGR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT;
Gaorne Ditlan, Fieid Opprntfnna Buresu,
{202) Bi2-A345,

SUPRLEMENTARY INFQRAMATION:
Liat of Subjacts in 47 CFR Part 83

Communications.equipmhant. §
safoty, Rudiotolaphona.
July 20. 1984,

Extansion of Compuisury}'{;spanliun
Interval for Small Passenger Vesssils

In PR Dockst No, 8J~428 (Dacomber
14. 1683; 48 FR 55574, the,Communsion
amended Purt 82 of its Rules 1o extend
the lime botweef inspuctibn for cartuin
compuisarily equipped vemscls. The Rule
smendment became sffective on [uly 10,
1984, and ¢ anged the inspeaction
interval g,mm two years l?hve yenrs Jar
smuil passenpor vessels. Small
pussupger vessuls are thuse veasels that
carty more 1hun s1x pusssngers for hire
and ure.nuvigatad in the ppen sei or any

Hewelar within the jurisdiction of the
‘nited Stales adjucent tg the open aeu,
The Commisgsion’s Rule amandmont olse

extends by an additlonal three years
current valld Sefety Rudiotelephony
Cartificaies. That is, a Sdfoty
Radiaotelephony Certiflcata with a :
rurrant axpiration date of August 1, 1985
is. by this Rule amondmant, extended
thrae yeara and ia now valild untli

Augus! 1, 1980, [

In renching a decisian 10 extend the
inspacticn interval, the Gommiassion
concluded that impravernents in the
relioblilly of maritime rediotelepnone
gquipment, tha-increese |n the number of
radio equipped vessels. and the numbur
of Coust Guaerd facilities capable nf
responding to distress catls have
improvod the quality of the tadio safoty
system for thesg vesaels{ Furthermore,
ihe U.5. Cosst Cuard has sureed to
request an operational tést of the
required radiotelephonefinetaliation in
conjunction wilh its annual inspection of
these types of vessels,

For further informalicp, conlact
Guorge R. Dillon. (202) 832-8345.

Willlem ]. Tricarico,

Sneretory, Fadorel Commupications
Commaninn,

PR Doe m=T1) o1 Flind Belndd: BANAM]
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ACTION: Firal ruls, response to petitions
far reconstderntion.

SuMMAAY: This {[nal rule responds to
petitions for reconsideration filed by
American Motors Corparation and
Suboru of America. Inc., with regard to
the agency's requirement that
Manufacturers of wiility venicles infarm
drivers of those vehicies of the
Propansgity af such vehicles o rollover,
American Motors and Subary pointed
out in their petitions that the scope of
this requirement includes certain
Puassanger car derivatives such as tha
AMC Eagle and the Subaru foyr whael
drive vehiclas which do not have the
uperating characieristics which ware the
focus of the rule, Tharefore. the agonny
is harein ciarifying the reguiaticns ‘o
exemp! passenger car dentvatives.
DATES: This amendment Is effactive
September 1, 1984,

PQR FURTHKA INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. Nelson Cordy, Office of Market
Incentives, National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, 400 Seventh
Street. 5W,, Washington, D.C. 20580
(202—42&*1740}.

SUPFLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On May
11, 1984, NHTSA amendod i3 Consumer
Information Regulations (49 CFR purt
§75) to add & new requirement
applicable to “ulility vehic)es =
multipurpose Passenger vehicies {49
CFR 371.3) which have a ghort
whaelbase (110 [nches ot Jess) and
special features for occusional off-roud
oparation. See 49 FR 20018, This new
regulation addresgaes a safoty concern
resulting from a possible lack of owner
Gwareness about the praper hundling
&nd opsration of utllity vehicles, and the
resuiting possihility of vehicie rollgvar.
These vehicles have features which
cayse them to handle and meneuver
differently than ardinary passenger cars
under cartain on-pavement driving
conditions. Those features includa: short
wheelbase, narrow track, high ground
clearance, high centar of gravity, stiff
suapensfon sysiem and, often, four-
wheel drive. Examples of utility vehicles
in current production which were cited
in the agency's finul rule inciude: AMC
Jerpa, Chevrolet Blazer, Ford Bronea,
Dodge Ram Charger, Toyota Land
Cruiser, and the GMC ltmmy,

On June 11, 1984, ine agency recrived
petitions fur reconsideration of the
utility vahlcle labeling rula from
American Molors Corporation and
Suburu of America, Inc. Both
manufaciurers pointed out that aithough
the preamble tn the ngeney’s linul ryle
indicatad thnt the rule was intended to
acolv 1o ¢ cluse of vehicing with
BUributes which might tend (o increase

the ilkelihood af vehicia rollover (high
center of gravity, narraw track, stiff
suspengion, etc.), the acival language of
the ruie applisd to certain vehicles
without thesa attributes. In patticalar,
these manufacturers ware cancerned
1hot the labeiing requirements would
apply lo therr lour wheel drive vehicles
which ure derived from passengsr Gurs,
l.e.. the American Motors Eagle and the
Subars four whoel drive station wigons.
sedans, and Brat. Both munufacturers
requanted that the agency clarify the
scope of the rule 1o exclude thesa
vehicles,

Since the American Motors und
Subiry vehicles in question are certifjed
43 multipurpose passenger vahicles
under 49 CFR Purt 567, have a
whuelbase of 110 inches or legs and
have four wheel drive, they would full
within the “utility venicle dafirition in
the Consumar Informalion Regulations,
ard would therefore be subject to the *
rollover warning labei requirements.
However. the manufacturers are correct
in pointing out that the maln thrust of
the agency's May 11 rule was to regulate
the more Iraditional types of utility
vehicles. such as the jeep C] sories and
the Taygta Land Cruiser.

To assess the appropriateness of
subjecting the Eagle and Subaru model
lines to the labeling requirements, the
agency analyzed its accident data to
datermine the frequency of involvemant
in fatal rollover sccidents for various
types of vehicles. Fatality data wera
obtained from tha agency's Fatal
Accident Reporting System, while
vehicle registration infarmation was
oblained from R.L. Polk data. The
rollavar rate for the Eagle is much lower
than that for the more traditiona! utility
vehicles. and is. ln fact. lowor than that
for all passanger cars, This data strongly
supports the American Motors argumont
that the Eagle should not be subfect to
the labeling rule. The case for the
Subaru vehiclas is less cleat, since their
rollover fatality rate iz Getween that of
passenger cats and the more (roditional
utility vohicles. Howevar, the Subary
four wheel drive vehicles hgve a
rotlover fatality rate which is virtunlly
tdentical ta that of their twa wheel drive
counlarparts. which are nat subject to
the labeling requirament, and i atill
anly aboul ona-fourth that of more
troditional utility vohicies. Subaru
submitted duta with its reconsideration
petition indicating thut the handling
charactaristics of the Subaru four wheel
drive vehicles are on a par with those of
Pianscnger cifs. and superiot to those of
mare traditionued utillty vehicles,
Thorefore, the AgEncy iv exempling
pusaenger cor detivalive mullipurpoae
Fasaenger vahicles from the rallever

labeling requirements. These vehjclas
are typicaily based upon a pussengar
car chassis, then modified 10 huve
certain attributes common to trucks or
utllity vehicies. The Subaru and Eagle
vehicles ara the gnly vahlcles currently
sold in the United Stntes which full with
this exempiion,

The amendments promulgated herein
wre plfective Seplember 1, 1084, (o
coincide with the effactive duia of the
Muy 11 lubeling ruie. The agency finds
gnod ciuse for moking this smendmunt
elfactive lasy thun 180 doys after
publication. The amendment relieves un
inappropriate restriction. avoiding the
nred o provide warning information in
veehicles which do not posa an ynusual
risk uf roilaver,

NHTSA has examined thu impacts of
this new reguiation and determinad thyt
this notice Joes not yualily ag & mojor
regulation within the meaning of
Exective Order 12291 or as a significant
regulation under the Department of
Tranaportation regulalery policies and
procedures. The agency has also
determined that 1he economic and othur
impucts of this rule are 95 minimal thut
@ regulatory avaluation is not requirad,
The tule morely exempts o smal) numbur
of vehiciea from the labeling rulea,
which imposed munimal costs, The
Hgency also considered the impacta of
this rulg under tha precepts of the
Regulaiory Fiexibiiity Act, | hareby
certify that the regulalion will nat hyve
a signilicant economic impac! on a
substantial number of smull entities. Tha
cost of the required sticker and
informution wil{ be exiremaly small, ond
only a small number of vehicles arn
being exemptad. Accordingly, there will
be virtuaily no economic effect on any
small organizations or gavarnmentul
units which purchase utility vehicles.
Mareover, few, if any, vehicie
munufactures would qualify ng small
entities under tha Act,

Finully, NHTSA has analyzod this rula
for purposes of the Nutional
Environmental Policy Act. The agency
hus detarmined that implementation of
this action will not huve uny significant
impact on thewuality of the human
environmunt,

List of Subjacts in 49 CFR Part 575

Consumer proteation, Latelling, Motor
vithicle safety, Motor vehiclos, Rubbaor
and rubber products, Tires,

(Sewd. 103, 112 116, Pub. 1. #0583, ) Stit.

WS US.C 1002 1407, 14088 didegatian nf
wuthorily sl 49 CFR 1.5
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1 levued on August 8. 1984,
B Diane K. Steed,

Adminisirolor.

PART 875—{ AMENDED]

in consideration of the foregoing,
paragraph 575.105(b] |a revized lo-read

' as-follown:

: §575.108 UNity Vehicles

' L] L] [ ] . - .

‘ (b} Application. This sectlon.applies *

: to multipurpose paasenger vehicles

.. {other than those which are pussenger

\ car derivativas) which have &

. wheelbase of 110 Inches or less and . : -
g speciai fastures for occasional off-roud _ ' . g
. operation {"Utility vehicles"), '
” [FR Doc. 24-31220 Plind t-0-Ad: &4l wii

} BILLING CODE 4810-60-M
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(i) Effective dates for treadwear grading
requirements for radial tires.

(1) Treadwear labeling requirements of §575.104
((1XB)2) apply to tires manufactured on or
after April 1, 1985,

(2) Requirements for NHTSA review of tread-
wear information in consumer brochures, as
specified in paragraph §756.6(d)2), are effective
April 1, 1985.

(3) Treadwear consumer information brochure
requirements of paragraph 575.6(c) are effective
May 1, 1983,

(6) Treadwear sidewall molding requirements of
§575.104(d)(1Xi)(A) apply to tires manufactured
on or after September 1, 1985,

() Effective dates for treadwear grading require-
ments for bias ply tires.

(1) Treadwear labeling requirements of §575.104

(dX1)IBX2) apply to tires manufactured on or

after December 15, 1984.

(2) Requiremenis for NHTSA review of
treadwear information in consumer brochures,
a5 specified in paragraph 5735.8(d)(2), are effec-
rive Decemnber 15, 1984.

' (3) Treadwear consumer informstion brochure
requirements of paragraph 575.6(c) are effective
January 13, 1985,

(4) Treadwear sidewall molding requirements of
§576.104(d)(1)(i)(A) apply to tires manufactured
on or after May 15, 1985.

(k) Effective dates for treadwear grading re-
quirements for bias belled tires.

(1) Treadwear labeling requirements of
575,104 (d)1)GXB)X2) apply to tires manufac-
tured on or after March 1, 1985,

(2) Requirements for NHTSA review of
tresdwear information in consumer brochures,
as specified in paragraph 375.6(d¥2), are effec-
tive March 1, 1985.

(3) Treadwear consumer information brochure
requirements of paragraph 575.6(c} are affective
April 1, 1885,

{4) Treadwear sidewsll molding requirements
of $575.104(d)(1)(i){A) apply to tires manufac-
tured on or after August 1, 1981.

(Rev. 11/30/80)

() Effective date for treadwear information re-
quirements for vehicle manufacturers.

Vehicle manufacturer treadwear information
requirements of §§575.6(a) and 575.104(d)(1)iii)
are effactive September 1, 1985, {49 F.R. 49283—
December 19, 1984, Effective: see Preamble to Docket
No. 25; Notice 58)]

§ 576.105 Utility Vehlicles

(a} Purpose and scope. This section requires
manufacturers of utility vehicles to alert drivers
that the particular handling and manuvering
characteristics of utility vehicles require special
driving practices when those vehicles are operated
on paved roads.

(b} Application. This section applies to
multipurpose passenger vehicles (other than those
which are passenger car derivatives) which have a
wheelbase of 110 inches or less and special {eazures
for occasional off-road operation (“'Utility
vehicles™),

(¢} Required information. Each manufacturer
shail prepare and affix a vehicle sticker as specified
in paragraph 1 of this subsection and shall provide
in the vehicle Owner's Manuval the informaticn
specified in paragraph 2 of this sitbsection.

(1) A sticker shall be permanently affixed to
the instrument pane!, windshield frame, driver’s
side sun visor, or in some other location in each
vehicle prominent and visible to the driver, The
sticker shall be- printed in a typeface and cclor
which are clear and conspicuous. The sticker
shall have the following or similar language:

This is a multipurpose passenger vehicle which
will handle and maneuver differently from an or-
dinary passenger car, in driving conditions which
may oceur on streets and highways and off road.
As with other vehicles of this type, if you make
sharp turns or abrupt maneuvers, the vehicle may
rollover or may go out of control and crash.
You shouid read driving guidelines and instruc-
tions in the Owner’s Manual, and WEAR YOU
SEATBELTS AT ALL TIMES.

The language on the sticker required by
paragraph (1) and in the Owner’s Manual, as re-
quired in paragraph (2), may be modified as is
desired by the manufacturer to make it appro-
priate for a specific vehicle design, to ensure that

PART 575-16
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consumers are adequately informed concerning
the unique propensities of 2 particular vehicle
medel.

(2) () The vehicle Owner's Manual shall include
the following statement in its introduction,

As with other venicles of this type, failure to
operate this vehicle correctly may result in loss of
contrel or an accident. Be sure to read “on-
pavement” and ‘‘off-road” driving guidelines
which follow,

(ii) The vehicle Owner's Manual shall include
the following or similar statement:

Utility vehicles have higher ground clear-
ance and a narrower track to make them
capable of performing in a wide variety of off-
road applications. Specific design character-
istics give them a higher center of gravity than

ordinary cars. An advantage of the higher
ground clearance is a better view of the road
allowing you to anticipate problems. They are
not designed for cornering at the same speeds
as conventional 2-wheel drive vehicles any
more than low.slung sports cars are desipned
to perform satisfactorily under cff-road condi-
tions, If at all possible, avoid sharp turns or
abrupt maneuvers. As with other vehicles of
this type, failure to cperate this vehicle cor-
rectly may result in loss of control or vehicle
rollover, '

§ 875.106 Deleted

34 F.R, 8112
May 23, 1969

(Rev. 11/30/50) o PART 576-16
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