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::: t HEFEBY CERTTFY thatlhe annexed ts a true coPl ol

l -  H i q h u a ln Y custody,

on llle in the
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a l l t xed th is  7 ih  dsyot  August
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OFFICE OF DEFECTS INVEST16ATIOI{

I,IASTER It{DET
PETITION FILE T8O-OO2

.  r0-08-79 P80-002- I

't0-24-79 P80-002-2

l0-29-  79 P80-002-3

t?-07 -79 P80-002-4

Let te r :  To  N i l fS i  f ron  E. !J .  Bar rows.
Pet i t ion  reques t  concern inq  Jeep CJ5
stab i  I  i  t y  dur in r  o f f - road use.

Letter: To E.U. Barrofrs fron t{t lTSA.
Acknowledgement of pet i  t  ion request.

Letter: To American l ' lotors Corporation
(AMC)  f rom the  l ra t iona l  H ighway Tra f f i c
Safe ty  Admi  n i  s t ra t  ion  (NHTSA) .

Letter: To NHTSA frorn Al*lC. Reply to NHTSA
i  n fo r rna t  ion  reques t  da ted  l0 -29-79.

l lemo: To Off ice of Chief Counsel (0CC) fron
0 f f i c e  o f  0 e f e c t s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  ( 0 D I ) .

letter: To AMC 1r'orn NHTSA. Response to AMC
conf  ident  i  a l  j  t y  reques t .

Le t te r :  To  NHTSA f ro rn  E . lJ .  Bar rows.  Enc losed
n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c i e  c o n c e r n i n g  p e t i t i o n  5 g b j e c t .

Le t te r :  To  NHISA/OCC f ron  AMC.  Rep ly  to
NHTSA/0CC rul i  n(, on confident i  al  i  ty.

Letter: To E.l , l .  Barrows frcn l lHTSA.
N o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  r r e n i a l  o f  p e t i t i o n  r e q u e s t .

Le t te r r  To  Federa l  T rade Connn is ion  (FTC)
f rom NHTSA.  Response to  FTC te lephone
request for infonnat ion concerning
pet  i  t  ion  sub jec t . .

d)r-i l-80

0l  -23-  80

P80-002- 5

P80- 002- 6

0 l  -24-80 P80-002- 7

PB0-002- 7a02-  l  l -80

02- l3-80 P80-002- B

02-22-80 P80-002- 9
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from NHTSA/OCC. Fur t  her
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e (r(rtg Ut. 'lolly DrttB
Sarr Jose, Caltfornla 9:'l?O
Cc'rcbr:r 3, 19?,

Hs. Joan Oatbr"oclir f:lrector
tiatlond Hi5.lnray Traffl c lafety A&alnlstra1;: rn
i lashlr6ton, D.C. _?Gt:  

(

Dcer Fs. Clayirrcok,

Under the provisions oJ' tlrc llatior,el Tra' "i r' .ttr:i lio'.or Veidcl e' Sa.f eti ,:Et, l :rc:ld
llke ln pe'.,it5.cn tc llavc, a.r! j n'.'.r$tj I atict; cr,nritrut('C irrto tir.-' :.ejab]" 61i'; 5: +6'1i' I i' iy'
of the soft top Jee (4.r:;) rianufacturcC r';r Ali:i'i can l ot{,r5 .'o:' t!-e ;uri'<,s; for t'}jrr.
tlr3j/ at'o ',1ir'g1y e(rt'('rt'.;ct: !p il ., 'rr '-:i.', r..r,irr1y ci!' !c.'r,ii r.:sc.

Cn lls.lsn6q1 :, ],]7t rr;, ;orr Da,v!.d .ql'l en i'tFrr.ot rs I eflc l5r uag l:jlleC ln a Jcu1, ;i:l).e
the o'.rner of the jet; :ras cllml,ir,y a bill j-:: la'"tcrson, lalifornia in an e.:'ea off
load vide)y useC ['y ]our wlreel .eij cle o]r'',(.:)'s. (.lce altached tievs?apet attlcles)
'rhe vehiele hlt a rut and rolled over ser,'r;f '"imes !:llllnf rdy con and serlcusly
inJur!n1 thc dr jv,ya::d hj  s younf rc 'n.  A : : )u,r ' t  ! , ino l i tor ,  .a col le l :ue o!  nine
lc:,"l, hls ll: ycar old t,t:;-'lrcr.r 5n very sirr,il.,r' 't:c'ienL and on Surrday, S ep ter'',b er 23r'd
of t ld.s y.?r,  : r )o ' f  h: '  f  5 year olc i  : ras kl- l ' l  r . r i  in a. l ; rost  the ldent1ca1 circuEsianc?s
(iee attached nr.jninr-cr altl el.c)

It Ls tn:,, opJnion thnt thl:: velrjele ul tlr j t.:; L16h ccnter of Eravlty snd short end
narrou uheelbasc 1s totr l l ! '  unsaj 'c on cr ot : '  Lhr :oad. I  fu l ther bcl leve that ihe

L _)resence of a tn +,r i  1;r  ln 'dequrie rot l  h,a!  i : i .es the dr iver anr i  passenEers_ a faLsc
-6en"e 

of  secirr iLy.  i ' t  is  par i :eular)y gnl- i  r i5 tc.  ne Lo sce hr ' t r  r r idely ' "  - is 
veh:c!  e

ls advert lsed bounci14'  up and dcu: rcuf l '  o1'r  h i ; l t : lay Lr:r?. ine wh, in j . t  1s -apcarent Lhat
the s1i fhtes'v rul, cr ':, tiri:i I s anf'ar",Dtly 1;r (r', ['F to tip lt over w:-th disa::'uerous
resul ts.

I unrierstand that thcr'e has beon sono l:Lrt' of a study conc'Jcte(! on the ro11 bar
on thls .rehicl e nfter rnany c.npalnts by cj-t,i;,crrs and inquiries by attrrnies and that
the doslgn and locat lon : , rere four:r j  scr iously lacklng. I t  ls n1'opinion that n: /  son
""s kdl loC by thc rol l  bar str ik ln l '  ) r is l tc:r ' ' .  I le was strapped ln and r  bel leve he
dled beeause of thc lnstabllity of the vsl;J-,-'.c anC lts overal,] des16;n.

Slnce therc have been three ycung nen kilJc.l 1n thls ln'rcrli aie aree ln less that
eleven months that 1 arn alrare of, I an su: c t.hst lf tlrc statistlc; vere Ea+.I:ered cv:r
the Last several  years on Lhe deaths abi  i i , . . r r r , ' ics Lhis v l :hci le has caased. they uould
be appal)1n1. Tlre ml l  j  tary ver: ' iLtr  6f  l , l1r  . , , . r r ic l  e '1, , ,  a v ir le: ; r t ' r :ad le uLat icn ol '
havlng caused thousancs of Cealh: ;  i r rd ln. iu; ' i , :s i incc i t  uas f i rst  used by the- t t t t ) i tary
ln i lor l  d : { . r  l I .

I rcutd apprecl atc t .""t nt. frcn lou as tn 'il'cl her or not . eny aetlon rlll result tront
t ld l  requegt,  and l f  mi,  what elsc I  : 'nr i  r rL: ' , ' r  con:orr .e<I ei t lzens nust do to get
sorc ectlgn..on thls rcqrie:.;t. 1 l',ale lrc^rr ::r, :otrtael nith an ai(i€ to !{r. Ralph liader
and f unrfdr's tsnd they hnre recclvcd lrur.-t(,ll: conplalnts aboui thls veiLlcle anj they
have be6un to fnther Jnformat lon. . ' ! re ir  i '  j , :c rcccnr:er i r ied t l :at : l  contact ycu hoplng
ihr. t  ycur a. . :ncy rdl l  fo l low up. j  i l<;uj , i  I 'c  1laC to srpply i . lc tures end r i tness

;  l . ^ o u n t s  o f  n y  t o n r s  a r : j i e n l  l f  t l j s  j n l o : ' i , a l i o r r  v o u l C  b e  h c l
v , /

Iloplnp to hear fron yott,
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Son of  school  pr ine i l ra l

Youth ctries in miuhu;ihill
'  A me moriat scrvice will bc

held th is  evening '  lor  David
BarroFs, 15, son ol the Princl.
pal ol Pioneer High School in
S'aa Jose, rrbo sas lllled ov€r
thc weekend oD s v€bicu lar
hlll-climbing coursc neer Pat-
te rsoo.

Young Barrows was dead on
.arrival Sunday morning at Del
Puerto Hospltal in tbe Stanis-
laur County community.

Calllornla HighEay Patrol
Olflcer George Ausun said ihc
lccn-ager ras a passenSer ln
the Jeep driven by Tgrry Boy-
cr, 2E, of Srn Jose. Boyer te-
ceivcd moderate inJuries, 3s
did bis son. Cheyente, 8, n'hen
tbc vehicl" stipped into a rut in
thr slope knoFn as Suicide l l i t l ,

- - - .1 - .3 -

turur .d s idcFJYJ ahd ro l lcd
oyer. Che! cnnc !r'as €iect€d.
but  the otber  t to  occuPents
*'.'t" "113pPed b and ro'le thc
Jeep to tid bottogr ot t}!e hitl.
Austir iaid.

The otficcr rald BoY€r rrat
c l i m b i n s  S u i c i d e  H i l l  t o  a l d
somconc iD a disabled J(3P

fbe eccldent tes the tblrd
tatalttY lD tFo vcars In l rougb
lc : ra i i  arca 56 mi tes sest  of  ,
t\lodesto Bhtcb ls owned bY1
Stanislaus Coulty and used toC
hi l l -c l imbln8 by tour- rbeel -
drive vchiclcs. Austln 'aid Su:
icide Hill is the most treachc{'
ou'; of se!eral hilb ln the area

Barrows' tathcr. Ed$ard il.
Barross, has b('en princiPa! o(
Pr,,ncer }Iigh tor the Past three

veh iele

about  l r_  ._

Deatl'rNotices

- l

Principal 's son dies in
'-. 

PAtfnnSOw - The tcen-'iged son ol the princlpal ot Pi.
one€r High School in San Jose
rras lii l led \rhen a bill-climbing
Jecp rolled doFn Sujrilc Hill,
:  David Barrows,  $ u 'as dcad
bn arr l r .a l  Sunday morning at
pel Pucrto llospltal hcrc.
i  Cl lP Of f rccr  Gcorge Aust in
s a i d  t b c  l c o n - : r c d r  i  a s  a  p a s .
scnger  In  thc Jcep dr ivcn b-v
Tcrr l '  8o1er ,  28.  ot  San Josc.
Boycr recervcd nrodcratc inju-
r ics.  as d id h is . .son,  Cheycnnc.
E.  ' , r  hcn the Jeep s l ippcd Into a
rut  in  thc h i l l ,  lurned s idc\ rsys
and rollcd svcr. Chclcnnc wirs
€jccted, but the othcr tq'o occu.
n a n t s  w c r c  s t r a p p c d  I n  a n d
rode the Jeep to lhc boltom ot
the h i l l .  Aust in  sa id.
:  Thc ot t icer  sa id Boycr  u 'as
c l imbinS Suic idc l l i l l  to  a id
sonleone in a disabled JceP.

The acc ident  \eas  the  tb i rd
talality in t\ro ycars in a rough
lerrain area 50 mlles \a'cst ol
I ' lrdcsto s'hich is ou'ned by
Stanislaus County and used tor
h i l l - c l lmb ing  by  four .whee l -
drive vehicles- Austin sald Su-
ic ide  H i l l  l s  lhc  most  t reachcr -
ous  o f  se tc ra l  h i l l s  in  tbc  a rea .

Bover  and h is  son rcce lved
"nro ic ra tc "  in ju r ies .  the  Ct lP
sard .  The hosp i ta l  sa id  (hc  t r . 'o
r { r ' r c  in  ' ' s tab le  cond i t ion"  and

vc'ars. Prior to that hc
irlncipal ot Sao Jose Hrgh
toet!-a8er tas t student I
land HiSb Scbool. He livr
tbc taml ly  bomc lo
Jose.Besides bis mothei
lalber. Banows 15 run'ir 1
I  S ls tet ,  Terr i  Cavr i las.
tEo btothers,  Michae:
Steveu Barrots .  a l l  < . ,1
J6e. rnd bls grendParenr-r
snd Mrs. L Gordon A';cr
Porlland, and Mildred E.
rows ol Sunnyvlle and L;
cncc T. Barross of Oregot:

Tonigbt '5  terv icc s l l l  I
.  7 ;30 o 'c loc l  lD thr  EPis '

Church lo  Almrdcn.658l
madeD Ave.  L ima Fami l t
lchson ls in chargc oI arr;
menLs-

probrbly would be going
"in a day or so." But a ntr

. olticial retused 3o tevea
nature of their injurlcs.

Barroxs' tathcr. Ed ,
has bcen pr lnc ipal  o t  P1r
High lor tie pasl lhrce \
Prior to that he !r'as pri:,
o f  San Jose HiEh.  Thc ,
ager  Bas a Btudent  at  l . i
l l igh S{hool. He livcd u'.t
tamil)' at 6609 t\tount Hol'

. l

n l lS l l  i
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!|r. Erluard ll. Sorroga

!i3'.,,TI,-:Iil'o.llll rt"o
Deat llr. Barror'g t

Xl*:+llfi ilq-t*il:*'.','ffi ;iliJ'#i,lTf ili};i*':H'
Ancrican Hotors JeePs c

aaf etY recall car'P61gn'

Any add ltlonal. inf onaa cron' lncluil tng-phot:t*lil. lllilitili"l3
ililrlii- iil;.rf rcat lon'Eb"::: Jii::;'ilili"[: :;;i::il*ii _,, : i _ ] lgrovtite oo tho Ncct'aleDr 

-.. ; , -igli-^Ji:afflc

*-r;[**t**l*m{'**;}iftffi r
Dor6 thon 120 dayg tro . ;  ' .  ' .  ' ,  '  .
October 11, 1979'

t  Slnccrely r
t .
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Dcar l ! r .  l ro.rnt

Ttrc l lat lonal  l t  igh'*ay Trcf f lc S:fe! ,y J ldr.r ln lotrar loo (xgrs$ hae r .cetvece  pc t l t l on  fo r  a  r t e iec t  t nuo" t i 6 . r i o .n  i ; ; ; - ; ; ; 6 tab i I I t y  o f  rb .  JccpcJ-rypg :rr l t l , rurpooe vehiclea "*,r  r r , t  ;J; ; r ; ; ;  of  rhc Jeep rol l  bar.  Icopy  o f  ! h r  pe t l t i on  i r  enc lou , . c  , . o r  you r ' i . i l r *o t too .

: :" : : : : : , f : :  : ' :  
. :  

51: an rr l t ! :r  evrluatton of the rncsattoorprcsentcd by the pet i t  loner, co::c . : i l ' l l t lonal  leforoat loa i r  requircd.
Il;i:f:':1,:1j,,:-1"::.r:": l?. ";l ii; ;;;;;,i;;;;;"i;1";ll"llj-i.i'i",
:::r:::,.?::::y A* (rhc nqt) nu*,r,-.rlei ;"-.;;";;';;"inf iiiijirll"rililare  r c lu  i  r cd :

[ .  Furn lsh the orr rcbor  and coofac r .F - r t  - - -^- r
r e e t r -  . ' r  { a ' a a r  r - - r r . . - _ t l  l o p l : :  

o f  r l l  r e p o r t r .  . t u d t G r ,  . u r y e r r .

liill:,T,tl:"::lgl:l:': fror.' an ";";;;';-:ii;; ;;;i;;i ;;:;;
i::'i::; 

":.oL 
f:ll ::t Ho t orr (r: :cili;;;-;.;;;i;i.;';;';;: li.ii,,,,

!1r_ tacr or itabi r rty) "r i;; j;;;';;;irfi;;::iljj;r:;.":;.Jij].rro"

::;:;i:,.:",.::, I :: t'1: !i1, r.: br' r r,ni r ei i[',ti:lj"ap' i" ;";il; : :c u l r p l l e r r . d r ' o l e r r ,  o r  f i e l d  i c r v i c s '  , . p o r t r ; i  , ' - . - . - :  : ,  ; - .  i  :

ell eceldcnrr rid
; r  ' c t t l i bu tad  

to  tho' . . .  . : .  . .

l : ,  11:l: l t t  
al l  lar;srritr-, both pundtns and ctosed, b1by t l t l i ,  loc:r ! ton,

:li":::l:: " ":::: :, l l-l* j :i ^,;c/r ;" ;- i;",,;";.,;';';;i.;1.;;':;;r ;:;
;jl::iil.l;^'i:::1" ::g 10 .dr le;ec i""i^ii r iiy ;r';;:";:;r;1"11,1i",".
3,::::to. 

r 'e [..:gis foi epstr l,ri,:,, i i  ;;J-;;;-;r;;.;=";i i i [";;:;. i:
d.r t  c .

2 . -  l u r r r l eh  t l r c  nu r rbe r  and  a  b r l c t  r t cec r l n t tonrubro6ar lou clrirr r.rtrlcb "oru .t i o6.trflfiff
i n s t e b i l l t y  o f  r h e  C J - t y p o  v e h l c l , , : ]  -

1:  Ident i f y  a 'd  deacr lbo  a l l . c . :n l i t iono  o f  vc ' : i c tc  u" . ,  
' o .n" r ' i i ; ;  

.
co : : f ,e t i t i ve  qv , : r r te  o r  c ( , t : . i " rc I " t  , , .u , - i "  " l r t . f r ' . re  C.J_ type.veh ic le r :r rarreoty vould l ,c  cons i lercd b,  r . . , ,1 / jccp to be void.  :  

-  
. ' ._  .  .  .  
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5, Idcnt l fy by dloenr lonel  diagraur thc iosgt lon bf  tb '  Gcnler ol

giar i ty ou ,  f l l f  CJ-5 and CJ-7 bage r :oi ic I  vchlc lc 'e l lhout occuPsotr .  
'

gescr ibe the var i . rbi l l ly  of  rhe celr ler ' - r f  r j ravl ty for thc !9l l ;pr tel

' . v c h i c l e c c o r . i l a r e d ! o o t | r a r , r o d ' : l y c a r v . ! r i c l e e . . . . � � � � � � � � � �

6 .  I den t i f y  t l r e  l oca ! i on  o f
LgtT CJ-s ;rrd CJ-7 brce Lo.lcl
vor i . l l , l  l i  ty 5. : t r ' 'ecn tha rol l

the front . rnd rear rol l  centcre of  lhc
vehisld* r : i thc,ut  occuPen!t .  Deecr lbC atry

ccnL€r .  on  t l r e  1977  CJ - t ypc  vah ic le r  and

olher  lodc l  yerr  vchlc tet  .  .

i .  ?r , r t i r io  Ai lCrr  aoslys ie oE the 1 'et i t  i : ; ; : r rs  a l lcgat lo i re -and
a . c i i e n t .  a n d  p l t ' v l , t e  t l l e  r c s u l t s  a ' r d  r i . r c i n ; a  o f  L h e  l n q u l r y ;  .

8 . g  F r o v i r t e  . t ' l C ' s  a r r a l i r s i s  o f  t l r e  r t . ' ! ' i l i l y  o f  t h e  C J : t y p J ' c T  l t l p u r p o : c

. -ehl ic le  unr tcr  ! 'c lh  o: r  or rd e ' f  f  h ig i ru. ry  ( ' 'n ' ! i t  ions.

Your  r ; r i t te . t  r *s ; ,or t to  in  1 i , r ' , ! . !e 'T. !e  rc f . ' r ' l ' rc i t r t  the i ' icnt i f icat lon cot lec

i r r  t ;c  r rp; , , : r  r i3 i , t  co rne r -Ei [J i -s  u L ' . .  i t t ( 'd  to  t i r is  Of  f  ise v i rh iu 20

uor l , . in l ;  d :y . r  f r r , r ' ;  rcceipt  o f  th is  l r - ' t t r : r .

S lncer^ ty,

LFn !'' Bradlort

Lyrrn t . .  I t radf or. l . . ;
. l , c t i l g  D l r e c t o r . '  ,' ' O f  

f  i c c  t l f  D e ! e c  i  c

E uc lo su re:

En(o i  sc rc r t t

(-
i.rr juric brtt ar.-rl nt .d|lc / -l c.!".p ir+ rrr ii,ri,l i.att*rl !r:
i: .n{.i*Li3 lrtg-: "?.:ii-i..
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7 1 3 Jeep Corporation

la25O Plynroulh Rood
olt,oir. Michigrn a!2:Iil

Deccmbet ?, 1979

i i

ii
l l

Mr. Lynn l.;. Bradford, Acting Ditectr)r

Off ice of  Defects lnves t igat iou
Enforcemcrrt
N:rtional Highwa y T raffic Saf ety Admini s t ration

U. S. Deparknent of  Transportat ioA
400 Seventh Street,  S. W.
Wsahington, D. C. 20 590

Re fc rcnce :  NEF- l3wh t  PO-002

Dcar Mr.  Bradford:

This tesponds to your october 29, l97g rcquest for lnformat ion regarding

the al leged euscept ibi l i ty of  Jeep cJ rnul t ipurpose Passenger vehicles to

lateral  rol lover and provides related srabi l i ty inforrnat ion known to Jeep

Corporat ion at  the t ime of th is inquiry.

your inquiry references Sect ions 108 rnd l l2 of  the Nat ional  Traff ic and

Motor vehicle safetry Act ( thc Act) .  The pet i t ion for a defect inves-t igat ioB

in this matter ia predicated on vehick usc in an of f-highway appl icat ion.

In l ight of  the etaied purpose of the Act.  ' r to reduce traf f ic accidents and

deaths and injur ies to pcrsons reeult ing frorn traf f ic accidents,  "  we ques-

tion the NEITSA' g authority under the. nct relating to tllis type of vehicle

appl icat ion. Nevertheless, we are providing informat ion on 1974 through

1979  mode l  yea r  Jeep  CJ  veh ic les .

Each of your i tems is stated verbat in:  Pr ior to our response'  Our tesponses

to iteme two, three, five. and eix of y our inquiry contain information that is

conf ident ial  and ls ent i t led to conf ident ial  t reatment under the appl icable etat '

utory proei6ions including exemption . l  to the Freedom of Informat ion Act '

5 U.-S:C. Sect ion 552(b)(4).  The release of th is informat ion to tbe publ ic

would cause substant ial  harm to thc compet i t ive Posi t ion of  Jeep corPorat ion

ud we t t rerefore request such conf ident ial  t reatmcnt of  our responses for

ihor e above i tems.

l. Futnieh the number aai| copiea of all reporta. rtudicr. !u!vGyg, teata,

ot  hvctt tgat iona from al l  aources. ei ther receivcd by or author izcd by

Atner ican Motors (AMc)/JecP pertaining to the stabi l i ty (or lack of  gta-

bi l i ty)  of  the Jeep rnul t ipurpos e (CJ-type) vehicle.  The gourcee are to

lnclude but not bL l imited to AMC/Jeep peraonnel,  ruppl iers,  dealers 't or f ie ld aervicc reporte.



" , Mr. L. Llt3radford

{

L

Refe rence :  NEF- I3wh :  PO-002

Page Z
Decernber ?,  l9?9

2. Furniah the nurnber
gation claims- which
bilitY of the CJ -tYPe

and
3 .

Jecp Gorporation has aot received antl has not requcltcd -rny r-ucb lavar-

tigative activibv; J"'P c:;t;;";ii;; ;;"" not believe that ttrere ie anv need

to in i t iate such a ct iv i tY.

and a bricf .du""ri;>jig" of all accidenta and aubro-

*.t. att.g.iiy-El-o""a Uy or attributed to the insta-

vehicle.

ry

Identify all lawsuits, both pending and closed' by title' location' and dock-

et number in which Arrac/Jeep is1. *as a defendant against al legat ions

pertaiuing to alleged t""itUtittv "f 
ln:.9t ^l l ! t  l", l t t ]" '  

Describc thc basis

U

;;; ;;;h ia*suit 1i".1q@491"" of litisation to date' --

be consid c red lV 4l.4tlJ " g-p-!o ]!-Ygitr'

Jeep Corporat ion ig unaware of  a-ny accidents or subrogat ion claims rrhi  ch

-. i "  " f f "g.aly caueed by or at t r i 'outed to the instabl l i ty of  the CJ-type

vehicle except for a few which involve a lawsuit '  Those lawsuits not Pte-

viously reported to t } ,c xHi 'sa, both pending.ant l  c losed'  are l isted in

Attachment t  by cas e t i t f  " ,  
- f  

o" l t '  "n '  ana aottet  numbe r '  a long with the

basis for each lawsuit  and the ouicomc to date'

I t  is comtnon in product l iabi l i t l ' larvsui ts for plaint i f fsf  at torneys to al lege

nutr terous al tcrnat ive and often conf l ict ing t leor ies of  l iabi l i ty '  eorne of

which may latc r  bc abandoncd'  Any attemPt to d raw conclusions about

Jeep  CJ  veh ic les  f rom the  l awsu : t s  l i s t cd  i n  answer  to  i t em seven  mus t  be

maie with duc considerat ion for rhis fact  of  legal  l i fe '

Ident i fy and dcscr ibe al l  condit ions of  vehicle use'  other than compet i t ive

e v e n t s o r c o m m e r c i a l u s e , i n w l r i c h t h e C J - t y p e v e h i c l e ' e w a r r a n t y w o u l d
1 .

G

::

!
a

The Jeep CorPorat ion warranty pol ic ies.  and exclusions for t :Le 1974 t 'hrough

i iZS--oanr year vehicles are provided in the enclosures'

Identi fy by dirnensional diagram the location of

lSlz i t  - i  and CJ-? base model vehicle without

variabi l i ty of the center of gravity for the 197?

the center of glavity otr a

occupants. De s elib e the

modcl vehicles cornPared

to other model ve-a-r- "-"higl":'-- -

Through cmpir ical  methods, 'Ter:p Gorporat iorr  has determined t lh e centcrs

of gravi ty for a base t9; ; ; " ;p r"r-s a"a cr-z '  Thev are depicted below'

Further ernpir ical  studies of  jo" l '  CJ v<'hic les indicate that the center of

gravi ty locat ions are essent ial ly the same fot  1974-19 vehicles'
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Jeep CJ -  5
Jcep  CJ -?

Mr. L. iTgradford
Re fe rence :  NEF- l3wh :  PO-002
Page 3
December 7,  1979

a

Y

I
I
I

Center of  Gravi tv Locat iog : fnchesl

X -  D is tancc  Y  -D is tance  Z -D is tance

4 3
5 3 z 5

l 0
l 0

6.  Ident i fy  the locat ion of  the f ront  and rear  ro l l  centers of  tbe 1977 CJ-5
'  and CJ-? base rnodel  vehic les wi thout  occupants.  Descr ibe any var iab i l i ty

between the ro l l  centers on the i??7 CJ- type vehic les and other  model

. 
ygal-.tle}:sl9s. -----

The front an<l rear roll centers for both the l9?? f"up i i-S and CJ-? .
vchicles a rc3pp r  oximate I  y a.s io l lou's:

7.  Y4€, i t "  AMCrs analysis of  thc 5,e! i t ioner 's al legat ions and accident,  and
prov idc  thc  r csu l t s  and  f i nd ines  o f  t hc  i nqu i r v .

Jeep Corporat ion has obtaincd and evaluatcd a copy of the Cal i fornia High-
way Patrol  (CHP) pol ice report  datcd November 6,  1978 (Attachment I I )
on this matter.  I t  is  apparent f rom this report  that the dr i r .er at tempted
to negot iate rough terrain cal lecl  "Suicide Hi l l ' r  wi th a grade of otet  60%,
About 3/4 of  the way up thc f : rct :  r -r  f  the hi l l ,  h is vehicle lost  t racLion, may
have hi t  a rut  aod turned sideways. Once i t  was sidewaya on this very
cteep hi l l ,  i t  overturned. The ( iHP invest igat ing of f icer,  as noted in hic
teport ,  deterrnined the cauee of the accident to be improper dr i f ing, an
extrernely etecp grade and a dr iver unfarni l iar  wi th the terrain.

o*-ry!:,# ij :::,,, J : : :* : ":: :::.,., y e a r s i s m i n i m a,
q

"i
...i:



Mr. L.  t -SBradford
Re fe rence :  NEF- l3wh :  PO-002
Page 4
December 7,  19?9

ry
I

The pet iHoner Btates that sevcrat other accidents have occurred on'rsuic ide Hi l l r .  He doea not everr c lairn that these accidentg involved
Jeep CJrs.  Thie informat ion can only eerve to demonatrate that i t  is
the ?rea tJrat  is dangerous. I ts vcly name auggests auch danger.  tn-
deed, most vehicles which are trrrned sidewaya on a 6OTo gr^i"  are ve!y
I ikely to rol l  ovcr.  This ie not <ru<r to arry defect in these vehicles but
is at t r ibutable eolely to the laws of nature.

The CHP report  indicated t iat  the subject vehicle is a l9?5 CJ-5. From
an examinat ion of  the photograpbs accompanying that report , i t  appears
the eubject vehicle was equipped with non-OEM typ e equipment.  Speci-
f ical ly,  the t i res appea! to be l l -15 LT with an outside diarneter oi
30.5 inchee. The largest t i res .Teep.corporat ion released for that model
yea r  were  H?8-15  w i th  an  ou ts id . :  d iamete r  o f  28 .  g7  i nches .  Add i t i ona l
non-OEM equipment on the accidcnt vehicle included a heavy-duty-type
rear bumper hi tch and rear t i rc and can carr ier.  These modif icat ions
would doubt less af fect  the vehiclcrs performance under the condit ions to
which i t  was subjected.

Notwithstanding thesc facts,  thc pct i t ioner c laims that the accident was
caused by the design of  thc Jeep CJ-5, which he cl .a irns ig unsafe. In
his October 8,  f979 let ter to the NHTSA, he providee no support  for t l r ia
a l l ega t i on  o the r  t han  a  re fe rcncc  to  an  acc iden t  h i s  son  was  i nvo l ved  i a
and a newspaper account of  an i r rc idcnt of  unknown circurnstances which
may not even involvc a Jeep Corporat ion product.  (Al though the newspa_
per art ic le refers to a t tJceprr,  . ; re have noted previous inataacea wherein
the rnedia have rnisused our t raclemarl<,rJeep'r  to descr ibe al , l  4-wheel_
dr ive vehicles.  )  The pet i t ioncr also makes refure.,c.  to the world wa! I I
mi l i tary vehicles from which thr.  CJ-type vehicles were der ived. Hie
claim that these vehicles havc. poor safety leputat ion is incorrect;  he
is apparent ly confusing tJrese vehicles with some of the post-war mi l i tary
vehicles.  There have been sonr:  al legat ions that these post-war vehicles
are unsafc but these vehicles we,.e not designed b),  Jeep Corporat ion or
any of  i ts predeccssor comp,nir  s anr l  are,  in fact ,  fundanrental l l i  d i f ferent
from CJ-type vehicles in both dcsign and construct ion.

Provide AMCrs analyeis of thc st;rbllity of the CJ-type multipurpoe e vehicle
under both gn and off  h ighway ccndit ions.

our CJ-typc vehicles are desi l lnet l  to neet the needs of of f -bighway opera-
t ion ia that they are 4-wheel-dr ive vehicles with apptoach angle greater
than  Z8  deg r r : cs ,  b rcakove r  ane l ( .  g rea tc r  t l t an  l 4  deg rees .  depa i tu re  ang le
greater than 20 degrees, and rn,rning clearancc greater than eight inches.
Thc type of tcrrain tbcse vehic. lcs must be capable of  operat ing on far ex-
c-ecda^ the capabi l i ty of  passcngcr cars.  Our f ic ld cxperience conf i rms
that thegc vehiclee are safe whcn dr ivcn p.op-"r iy.
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Summa ry and Conclusion

Jeep corporation recomrnende that the petition for the defcct laveetigaHon bc
denied by the NHTSA. There is nothin3 in t}re petitioner'a letter to aupport
ble c laim that therc is a defect in the vehicle.  pet i t ioner of fere only hie
opinion. unsirpportcd by any spccial iz.cd knowledge or credent ials in the f ie ld
of auto safcty,  t l rat  ccrtain aspccts of  l l r r :  vchic lc dcsign cause i t  to bc uns:I fc.
There is no informat ion in hie let ter wbich would eupport  his posi t ion. The
p-ol ice report  c lear ly states that thr:  ac, : idcnt onrtsuic ide Hi l l "  was caused by
ttre error of an unskilled driver wtlo v,;rs uot familiar with the terrain_

The Jeep cJ-typc vehicles havc apccia!  r lesign character ist ics which enablc
dr ivers to t laverse ter la in not accessi t , le by other t1ryee of vehictes. Our
f ie ld experience conf i rms tbat when dr iven properly theee vehicles providc
safe transportation both off and on Ur(. road.

Since rely,(a,
(."/

Director -

Vehicle

KWS/ag
Atta chrnents

roE tamaety

t

. . t

li

ii

_ /
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cn sE 1'I '1 ' t . t i :

LOCATION: G i rcu i t  Cour t ,  l T th
Coun ty ,  F lo r i< la .

Jud ic ia l  D i  s t r i c t ,  B  rowa  r r

-F . tac l r rn r . r r t  
I

P a g e  I

Ja r r r , . s  l l  t ' . x1 , ' r i c l i  r ' .  Jccp  Corpo ra t i on  and
Arng r ican Molors Corporat ion et  al .

A .

DOC] (ET  NO. :  ?? -3108 .

BASIS  OF LAWSUI ' I ' :  An rong  t l r c  a l l cg : r t i ons
ii"G6@6?TG-i"r'l"ru.

OUTCONIE  OI r  L lT lCAf ' lON:  Pcnd  i  ng .

t l r c  p la in t i f f  a l l eg  c  s

B . CASE T ITLE: l lonald J.  Bogclanski .  et  al  v.  American Motors

Corpo ra t i on .

LOCATION: S ta t r :  o f  l v l i c l r i gan ,  Waync  Coun ty  C i r cu i t  Cour t .

DOCI (E ] '  NO. :  Casc  No .  79 -  920345  N I .

+

c.

BASIS OF I-AWSUI' I :  Anroug thc al lcgat iotrs
instabi l iby of  the vehicle

OU'fCOtUE OF LITICA 
' f lOl ' ,1:  I 'cnt l ing.

t l rc plaint i f f  a l lcg cs

Corpo ra t i on ,  Amcr i can

Sr : cond  Jud ic ia l  D i  s  t  r i c t

CASE' f ITLE:

LOCATION:

R o b c r t  C .  R c s s  v .  J c c P
l r {  o t o  r s  C o r ' p o r a l i o t r .

l V a s h o c  C  o u r r t y ,  N c  v a d a

C ou r t .

DOCI(EI '  NO.:  79-1829, Dr- 'Pt.  # ' {

l lnslS Of '  [ -AWS(l t ' l ' :  Aruonu [h<:

i ns ta t r i  l i t y  o f  t hc  vc l t i t : l c

OUTCOI' tE Otr LI ' I ' lGA' l ' lON: C)pctr .

a I l r . q a t i r r n s  t h r :  p l ; r i r r t i t f  n l l t ' 9 , : s

GASE T ITLE:

LOCATION:

v.  Arne r ican \ {otor6

L o r r i  s  i a n a ,  P a r i s h  o f

Cou r t .

Corporat ion et  al .

Ca ldwc l l ,  Th i  r tY -  seven th

I l c c v e s

Statc of

I ) i s t r i c t

D.



D . Cont i  r r r rc t l

DOCI{  U l '  NO. :  t  e ,  I  I  I

BASIS OF Ln WSUI' l ' :  Anrong
s tab i l i t y  o {  ' J r c  vch i c l c .

OUTCOi\ ' lE OF LITICATTON:

CASE TITLE:

LOCATION:

DOCI(ET NO. t  79-5045

BASIS OF I-AWSUIT: Amosg
inetabi l i ty of  lhe vehicle.

OUTCOMIi  OF LII 'JCATION:

F . CASE T ITLE:

l n  d i s c o v c r y .

Kenne th  Dan ic l  l { ayncs ,  J r .  anc l  A lma  Jane  Haynes ,
v.  Amcricarr  Motors Corporat ion and Jeep Corporat ion.

U .  S .  D is t r i c t  Cour t  f o r  t l r c  Wes tc tn  D is t r i c t  o f
A rkansas ,  l - ayc t t cv i l l c  D iv i s ion .

l . l :c al lcgat ions thc ptaint i t f  a l legcs in-

thc al lcgat ions the plaint i f f  a l legcs

Oqron.

Jecp  Corpo ra t i gn .

t,
li

ll
I
l'

E.

LOCATION:

T h c r c s a  S o b i c c h ,  c t  a l  v .

U.  S.  D.  C. ,  I t f t - .  rv  York

D O C K E T : N O . :  ? 7  l l l 1 8

BAS iS  OF LA \ \ 'S t . l l T :  Among  t l r c  a l l cga t i ons ,
i n s t a b i l i t y  o [  t h c  v c h i  c  I  c .

O U T C O f u I E  O I '  L I T I ( : A T I O N : J u r y  f o u r r d  n o

t hc  p ta in t i f f  a I l  cge  s

ca r r  s  e  fo r  ac t i on .
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