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6509 ¥t. Yolly Drive
San Jose, Califormda 935120
October £, 1979

(-

Ms. Joan Clavbrock, [irecter
Kational Pirhway Traffic Safety Administraticn : .
- Vashington, D.%. 205¢C ,

__ wm——

-

Dezr Vs. Claybrcok;

Under the provisions of the lationa) Tra”fic and Motor Vehicle Safety ict, 1 would
like o peiiticn te have an investiraticre conducted into the safety and seanllity
of the soft top Jees (£JS) mantfactured by American Fotors for.tke purpose for waich
they ares wicsly advertisec in tre media, mainly off roac use.

Cn lovember T, 1978 my son David Allen Rarrows, age 15, was killed in a jeep whils
ihe owner of the jeep was climhing a hill in Patterson, Californis in an area off
road widelr used br four wheel vehicle owners. (See attached newspaper atticles)
The vehicle hit a rut and rolled over severzl times killing my son and seriously
injurine the driverand his younr sen, A short iime liter, a collepue of mine
lost his 16 year old nephev in very similar accicent and oo Sunday, Septamber 23rd

| of this yeer, another 15 year old was killed in almost the identical circumstances
|  (See attached newspaver article) -

It 1= my opinion that this vehicle with its high center of gravity and short and
arrow wheelbase is totallv unsafe on or off the road. I further believe that the

presence of a totally inadequate roll bar giwes the driver and passengers 2 false
sense of security. It is particularly galling to me to see how widely ¢ ds vehicle
- 4s advertised bouncinr up and devn rough off hifhway tsraine when it is apparent that

the slirhtest rut or bum; is apparently enough to tip it over with disasterous
results. '

T understand that there has been some kird of a study conducted on the roll dar

on this vehicle after many compaints by citizens and inquirier Sy aticrnies and that
the design ard location were found seriously lackipg. It is mr opinion that my son
wsS kdlled by the roll bar striking his heac. He was strapped in and I believe he
died beaause of the instability of the vehicle and its overall desigm.

Since there have been thres voune men killed in this immediate area in less that
eleven months that 1 am aware.of, T am sures that if the statistics were pathersd over
the last several years on the dsaths abd injuries this vehcile has caased. they would
be appalling. The military version of the vehicle has 2 widespread recutation of

baving caused thousands of ceaths ind injuries since 1t was first used by the military
in World War II. '

I would aprreciate hearing frecm you as to whether or not amy action will result from
this reguept, and if mot, what else 1 ¢nd other concerred citizens must do to get
some action. on this request. 1 have beern in contact with an aide to Mr. Raloh Xader
and I undérstand they have received nareroué tomplaints about this veuicle anc tbey
k. have bepun to gpather information. Their office recommended that I contact ycu hoping

Lhst vour arency will follow up. J wculd be flad to s .pply pictures and witness
ac~OUDtS Of my son's a Tident if tris information would be heloful.

‘ Hoping to hear from you,

A/, A7 PN A E.d"'a-? W. Barrows 5%
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- * A memorial service wil] be
; _ « beld this evesing for David
: « Barrows, 15, son of princi-

*. 3§ the weekend oo a vebicular
» bill-climbing course oear Pat-
larson .

_~arrival Sunday morning at Del
;s Puerto Hospitial in the Stanis.
3 .laus County cormnmunity.
" % _ Californis Higbway
Officer George Austin sajd the
leen-ager was a passenger |p
-t the Jeep driven by Jerry Boy-

o er, 28, of San Jose. Boyer re.

*" ceived moderate injuries, ag

., did his son, Cheyenne, 8, when

. .; the vehicle slipped into a Myt ip
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' ".PATTERSON —~ The teen.

‘aged son of the principal of Pij.

oneer High School in San Jose:

was killed when a hill-climbing
Jeep rolled down Suigide Hill _
* ¥ David Barrows, L{:as dead
on arrival Sunday morning at
Pel Puerto Hospital here.
. CHP Officer Ceorge Austip
said (he teen-agér was » pas.
senger in the Jeep driven by
Terry Boyer, 2, of San Jose,
Boyer rececived moderate inju-
ries, as did hiswson, Cheyenne,
8. when the Jeep slipped into a
rut in the hill, turned sideways

and rolled over. Cheyenne was .

ejected, but the other two occuy-
pants were strapped in and

rode the Jeep to the bottom of -

the hill, Austin said.

% The officer said Boyer wag
* elimbing Suicide HII to alg
someone 1o a disabled Jeep.

"% pal of Pioneer High Schoa) In -
‘s San Jose, who was killed over -

Young Barrows was dead og -

Pa.t'r;!' -

. > the ;l_gpe known as Suicide Hil,

" Principal’s son dies i

.Son'of school prin cipal

dies

turned sideways and rolled
over. Cheyenne wyg ejected,
. but Lbe otlber twg occupants
were strapped 1o and rode the
Jeep to the bottom of the bill,
Austin gaid,

Tbe officer sald Boyer was
climbing Suicide Hill to aid
somneone ip » disabled Jeep.

The accident was the third
fatality io two years in a rough
terrain ares 30 rmiles west of
Modesto which is owned by
Stanislaus County and used fo
bill-climbing by four-wheej.
drive vehicles. Austin said Su
jcide Hill is the most tres .
ous of several hills in the area

Barrows’ father, Edward vﬂ'.
Barrows, has been principal of
Pioneer High for the past Lhree

The accident was the third
fatality in two years in a rough
terrain area 50 miles west of
Modesto whick {5 owned by
Stanislaus County and used for
bill-climbing by four-wheel-
drive vehiclas. Austip gald Su-
cide HIll is the most treacher-
ous of severa! hills in the area.

Bover and his son recejved
“moderate” Injuries, the CHP
said. The hospita! raid the two
were io “stable condition™ and

S
L

about fu, __

in hill mishap
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years. Prior to that he w3
principal of San Jose High. Tt
teen-ager was a student at L.
land High School. He lived a
the family bome io Sa
Jose.Besides his mother an
father, Barrows i3 survived b
8 sister, Tearri Cavrikas, an
two brothers, Michael! an
Steven Barrows, all of %2

" Jooe, und bis grandparents, AL

and Mrs. L. Gordon Avery ¢
Portland, and Mildred £ Ba;

.rows of Sunoyvale and Lawr
‘- eoce T, Barrows of Oregon.

Tonight’s service will be a

. 7:30 o'clock in the Episcops

Church Ip Almaden, 8581 A)
maden Ave. Lima Family-E:
ickson Is in charge of arrange
ments.

n vehicle mishay

probably would be going hon
“in a day or s0." But a8 nursi
official refused to reveal th
nature of their injuries.

Barrows® father, Edwar.
has been principal of Piones
High (or (he past three vear
Prior to that he was princip
of San Jose High. The tees
ager was 3 student at Lelar
High School. He lived with b
family at 6609 Mount Holly D
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. 8J. boy killed -

v K 15-year-oid San Jose boy was killed, but bis.

. when Jeep rolls
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¢-- Lwo companions escaped serious Injuries when a o)
, fi Jeep driven by the youth rolled severa! times as Lo

", it descended a hill pear the Guadalupe Reservoir |
i.ip SacJose’s Almaden Valley. SRR
%' Killed In the Sunday afternoop accident was
.. Gllbert Robert Felix, son of Robart and Rita Fn
; Ux of San Jose, said a spokesman for the Sagta
: Qlara County Coroner's olfice. ’ . .
Felix died of multiple injuries, the coroner’s
,Spokesman said. ' - PP -
Callforpia Highway Patrolman Richard Gro-
gan said Felix was driving his {ather’s Jeep at
the base of Mount Umunhum and was descend-
“ing a hill on a narrow trai) when one of the vehi-
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o 'l Jeep Corporation
h . 14250 Plymouth Rosd
. Dat:oil, Michigan 43332

: : bee: G, E. Brown
December 7, 1979 : _ D. E. Dawkins

K. I. Gluckman

' _ . R. C. Lunn
Mr. Lynn L. Bra.dioi?.‘ Acting Director : D. C. Mallett
Office of Defects Investigation : : F. A, Stewart
Enforcement - M. W, Stucky
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration : K. P. Tighe
U.S. Department of Transportation NHTSA Chron
400 Seventh Street, S. W, ' w/copy of inquiry
Washington, D.C. z059v : - letter

Reference: NEF-13wh: PO-002
Dear Mr. Bradford:

This responds to your October 29, 1979 request for {nformation regarding
the alleged susceptibility of Jeep CJ] multipurpose passenger vehicles to
lateral rollover and provides related stability information known to Jeep
Corporation at the time of thia inquiry.

( Your inquiry references Sections 108 and 112 of the National Traffic and
o Motor Vehicle Safety Act (the Act). The petition for a defect investigation
in this matter is predicated on vehicle use in an off-highway application.
In light of the stated purpose of the Act, "to reduce traffic accidents and
deaths and injuries to persons resulting from traffic accidents, " we ques-
tion the NHTSA's authority under the Act relating to this type of vehicle
application. Nevertheless, we are providing information on 1974 through
1979 model year Jeep CJ vehicles.

Each of your items is stated verbatim prior to our response. Our responses
to items two, three, five, and six of your inquiry contain information that is
confidential and is entitled to confidential treatment under the applicable stat-
utory provisions including exemption 4 to the Freedom of Information Act,

5 U.S.C. Section 552(b}{4). The release of this information to the public
would cause substantial harm to the competitive position of Jeep Corporation
and we therefore request such confidential treatment of our responses for
those above items.

1. Furnish the number and copies of all reports, studies, surveys, tests,
or investigations f{rom all sources, either received by or authorized by
American Motors (AMC)/Jeep pertaining to the stability (or lack of sta-
| ' bility) of the Jeep multipurpose (CI-type) vehicle. The sources are to
m include but not be limited to AMC/Jeep personnel, suppliers, dealers,
or field service reports.




Mr. L. L. Bradford
‘Reference: NIF-13wlh: PO-002

‘* Page 2
December 7, 1979

4.

5.

Jeep Corporation has not received and has not requested any such inves-

 tigative activity; Jeep Corporation does not believe that there is any need

to initiate such activity.

Furnish the nu:ﬁ‘ﬁ:r and a brief description of all aceidents and subro-
gation claims which were allegedly caused by or attributed to the insta-
bility of the CJ-type vehicle.

Identify all lawsuits, both pending and closed, by title, location, and dock-
et number in which AMC/Jeep is or was a defendant against allegations
pertaining to alleged instability of the CJ-type vehicle. Describe the bDasis
for each lawsuit and the outcomc of litigation to date.

Jeep Corporation is unaware of any accidents or subrogation claims which
were allegedly caused by or attributed to the instability of the CJ-type
vehicle except for a few which jnvolve a lawsuit. Those lawsuits not pre-
viously reported to the NHTSA, both pending and closed, are listed in
Attachment I by case title, location, and docket number, along with the
basis for each lawsuit and the outcome to date.

It is common in product liability lawsuits for plaintiffs’' attorneys to allege
aumerous alternative and often conflicting theories of liability, some of
which may later be abandoned. Any attempt to draw conclusions about
Jeep CJ vehicles from the lawsuits listed in answer to itern seven must be
made with due consideration for this fact of legal life.

Identify and describe all conditions of vehicle usé. other than competitive
events or commercial use, in which the CJ-type vehicle's warranty would
be considered by AMC/Jeep to be void.

The Jeep Coi’poration warranty policies and exclusions for the 1374 through
1979 model year vehicles are provided in the enclosures.

Identify by dimensional diagram the location of the center of gravity on a
1977 CJ-5 and CJ-7 base model vehicle without occupants, Describe the
variability of the center of gravity for the 1977 model vehicles compared
to other model year vehicles.

Through empirical methods, Jeep Corporation has determined the centers
of gravity for a base 1978 Jeep CJ-5 and CJ-7. They are depicted below.
Further empirical studies of Jeep CI vehicles indicate that the centex of
gravity locations are essentially the same for 1974-79 vehicles.




Mr. L., L. braaiord

. Reference: NEF-13wh: PO-002

Page 3
December 7, 1979

6.

Te

' L]
Center of Gravity Location (inches)

Xa-Distance Y-Distance 'Z-Distance

Jeep CJ-5 43 10 _ 25
Jeep CJ-7 53 10 25

ldentify the location of the front and rear roll centers of the 1977 CJ-5

and CJ-7 base model vehicles without occupants. Describe any variability
between the roll centers on the 1977 CJ-type vehicles and other madel
year vehicles,

The {ront and rear roll centers for both the 1977 Jeep CJ-5 and CJ-7
vehicles are approximately as follows:

Front: 14 inches above ground
Rear: 14 inches above ground

The expected variability from these or other model years is minimal.

Provide AMC's analysis of the petitioner's allegations and accident, and
provide the results and findings of the inquiry.

Jeep Corporation has obtained and evaluated a copy of the California High-
way Patrol (CHP) police report dated November 6, 1978 {Attachment 1)
on this matter. It is appareat from this report that the driver attempted
to negotiate rough terrain called "Suicide Hill'" with a grade of over 60%.
About 3/4 of the way up the face of the hill, his vehicle lost traction, may
have hit a rut and turned sideways. Once it was sideways on this very
steep hill, it ove rturned. The CHP investigating officer, as noted in his
report, determined the cause of the accident to be improper driving, an
extremely steep grade and a driver unfamiliar with the terrain.

iy



~Mr. L. L. Bradford
_ Reference: NEF-13wh: PO-002

Page 4
December 7, 1979

The petitioner states that several other accidents have occurred on
wSuicide Hill". He does not even claim that these accidents involved
Jeep CJ's. This information can only serve to demonstrate that it is :
the area that is<langerous. its very name suggests such danger. In- 3
deed, most vehicles which are turned sideways on a 60% grade are very
likely to roll over. This is not due to any defect in these vehicles but :

is attributable solely to the laws of nature.

The CHP report indicated that the subject vehicle'is a 1975 CJ-5. From

ar examination ~f the photngraphs accompanying that report, it appears

the subject vehicle was equi ped with non-OEM type equipment. Speci-
fically, the tires appear to be 11-15 LT with an outside diameter of

30. 6 inches. The largest tires Jeep Corporation released for that model
year were H78-15 with an outside diameter of 28.87 inches. Additional
pon-OEM equipment on the accident vehicle included a heavy-duty-type &4
rear bumper hitch and rear tire and can carrier. These modifications :

would doubtless affect the vehicle's performance under the conditions to
which it was subjected. -

Notwithstanding these facts, the petitioner claims that the accident was
caused by the design of the Jeep CJ-5, which he claims is unsafe. In

his October 8, 1979 letter to the NHTSA, he provides no support for this
allegation other than a reference to an accident his son was involved in
and a newspaper account of an incident of unknown circumstances which
may not even involve a Jeep Corporation product. (Although the newspa-
per article refers to a "Jeep', we have noted previous instances waerein
the media have misused our trademark ""Jeep' to describe all 4-wheel-
drive vehicles.) The petitioner also makes reference to the World War II
military vehicles from which the CJ-type vehicles were derived. His
claim that these vehicles have a pooT safety reputation is incorrect; he

is apparently confusing these vehicles with some of the post-war military
vehicles. There have been some allegations that these post-war vehicles
are unsafe but these vehicles were not designed by Jeep Corporation or
any of ita predecessor companies and are, in fact, fundamentally different
from CJ-type vehicles in both design and construction.

Provide AMC's analysis of the stability of the CJ-type multipurpose vehicle
under both on and off highway conditions.

Our CJ-type vehicles are designed to meet the needs of of{-highway opera-
tion in that they are 4-wheel-drive vehicles with approach angle greater
than 28 degrees, breakover angle greater than 14 degrees, departure angle
greater than 20 degrees, and running clearance greater than eight inches.
The type of terrain these vehicles must be capable of operating on far ex-
ceeds the capability of passenger cars. Our field experience confirms
that these vehicles are safe when driven properly.




Referenée: NEF -13wh: PQ-002
Page 5 -
'December 7, 1979

Summary and Conclusion

Jeep Corporation recommends that the petition for the defect investigation be
denied by the NHTSA. There is nothing in the petitioner's letter to support .
his claim that there is a.defect in the vehicle., Petitioner offers only his o
opinion, unsupported by any specialized knowledge or credentials in the field

of auto safety, that certain aspects of the vehicle design cause it to be unsafe.

There is no information in his letter which would support his position. The ‘ i
police report clearly states that the accident on "Suicide Hill" was caused by '
the error of an unskilled driver who was not familiar with the terrain.

The Jeep CJ-type vehicles have special design characteristics which enable
drivers to traverse terrain not accessible by other types of vehicles. Our

field experience confirms that when driven properly these vehicles provide

safe transportation both off and on the road.

Sincerely,

‘ w. ha )
f \ Director -
i Vehicle Safety Programs

KWS/a.g
Attachments
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: Attachment [ :
Page |

A. CASE TITLE: James Droderick v. Jeep Corporation and
American Motors Corporation et al.

I e e

LOCATION: Circuit Court, 17th Judicial District, Browars

. County, Florida.
DOCKET NO.: 77-3108. |
BASIS OF LAWSUIT: Among the allegations the plaintiff a.lleges _ o

instability of the vehicle.

CGUTCOME OF LITIGATION: Pending.

B. CASE TITLE: Ronald J. Bogdanski, et al v. American Motors
Corporation. -
LOCATION: State of Michigan, Wayne County Circuit Court.

DOCKET NO.: Casc No. 79-920345 Nl

BASIS OF LAWSUIT: Among the allegations the plaintiff alleges
instability of the vehicle.

. OUTCOME OF LITIGATION: Pending.

C. CASE TITLE: Robert G. Ross v. Jeep Corporation, American |
Motors Corporation.
LOCATION: Washoe County, Nevada Second Judicial District
Court.

NASIS OF LAWSUIT: Among the allepations the plaintill allepes
instability of the vchicles

-

OUTCOME OF LITIGATION: Open.

D. CASE TITLE: Reeves v American Motors Corporation et al,

( \ LOCATION: State of Louisiana, Parish of Caldwell, Thirty-seventh
' District Court.

|
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F,

Continued _ .
DOCKET NO.: 12,111 . . _ b

BASIS OF LAWSUIT: Among the allcgations the plainti{f alleges in-

L Y )

.stability of the vchicle.

OUTCOME’OF LITIGATION: In discovery.

CASE TITLE: Kenneth Daniel Haynes, Jr. and Alma Jane Haynes,
v. American Motors Corporation and Jeep Corporation.

'LOCATION: U.S. District Court for the Western District of

Arkansas, Fayctteville Division.

DOCKET NO,: 79-5045

BASIS OF LAWSUIT: Among the allegations the plaintiff alleges
instability of the vehicle.

OUTCOME OF LITIGATION: Open.

CASE TITLE: Theresa Sobicch, et al v. Jeep Corporation,

© LOCATION: U.S.D.C., New York

DOCKET.NQ,: 77/1178

BASIS OF LAWSUIT: Among the allcgations, the plaintiff alleges
instability of the vehicle.

OUTCOME OF LITIGATION: Jury found no cause for action.
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. i: ,' _Lé._;!.pal'ﬂn SN L ol s AT L
A : - NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAI FIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION
s '\W 2 WASHING TON, D.C. 10890 .
) |
-\ >yl Yt 3 . ‘
Ay iy 1 .:
% ACPLY REFER TO: "

Mr. GLorgc'E. Brown
Executive Director

vehicle Emissions & Safety
American Motors Corporation
14250 Plymeuth Road ==
petroit, Michigan 48232

pDear Mr, Brown:

This is in response to Mr. K. W. Schana's letter of
December 7, 1979, requesting confidential treatment

for certain informaticn submitted by Jeep Corpota-

tion on Jeep CJ vehicles. The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (MIITSA] will treat as confiden-
tial item 6 of your response. :

NHTSA believes that American Motors Corporation has
not provided adequate justification for a claim of
confidentiality regarding items 2, 3, and 5, and
Attachment I of your response. NHTSA will permit %
American Motors to submit, Dby February 13, 1980, A ' '
further explanation of why these materials are entitled
( \ to confidential treatment,

L .

et

e . 7 Sincerely,

| f;/ﬁ”né
: Fdank 8erndt
Chief Counsel

T e

[ —————— R et ey < et .
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' Fl ) Jeep Corporation .
—'\ ) 14250 Plymouth Rond

. Detrot, Michigen 48212

bee: D. E. Arnold
G. E. Browa g
D. E. Dawkins e
K. L Gluckman
R. C.» Lunn
D. C. Mallett
¥. A. Stewart
M. W. Stucky
K. P. Tighe
NHTSA Chron

w/copy of inquiry
letter

February 11, 1980

Mg. Frank Berndt, Chief Counsel
National Highyay Traffic Safety
Administratiom '
400 Seventh Street, S. W,
washiagton, D.C. 20590

Reference: NEF-13wh: PO-002
Dear l\!l:r. Berndt:
This responds to your January 23, 1980 letter regarding Jeep Corporation's con-

fidential treatment of certain information pertaining to the Jeep CJ multipurpose
passenger vehicle.

On December 7, 1979 Jeep Corporation responded to the referenced NHTSA in-

quiry and requested confidential treatmnemt of our responses to items two, three,

five, and six under the applicable statutory provisiona including exemption 4 of
(™ the Fresdom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552(b}{4).

(_. In your January 23 letter you approved confidential treatment of our respanse to
item six and requested additional information to support such treatment of our
responses to items two, three, and five, and Attachment I.

The in{ormation contained in our responses to items two, three, and Attachment I
requires confidential treatment as disclosure of this information would infringe

upon Jeep Corporation's attorney- client privilege pertaining to litigation.

The information contained in our response to item five is similar in nature to the
design-related information provided in our response to item six of which you ap- =

proved confidential treatment. The release of this information to the public would
cause substantial competitive harm to Jeep Corporation.

Jeep Corporation believes this information adequately justifies your confidential
treatment of our responses to the above items.

A Otucs

' William C. Jones
(\ Director =
Vehicle Safety Programs
1
WCJ/ag




